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TRANSPORTATION ROUTES 
 

___ 
 

A. LAND 
 

Despite the fact that the Courland dukes had for a long time given attention to the building of good 
roads, and for that purpose had published several road statutes(*), before 1817 they nevertheless were in 
very unsatisfactory condition.  Before that time, the function of maintaining the roads in good repair, 
coupled with large expenditures, fell primarily to the patrimonial governors, and supervision to special 
bureaucrats, elected by the governors themselves from amongst themselves, called Mannrichter.  In 1817, 
under the Supremely Confirmed Statutory Provision for Courland Peasants, the responsibility for 
repairing roads and maintaining them in good repair was transferred to the peasant association of each 
estate, by order of the patrimonial governor, and supervision was assigned to assessors of Hauptmann 
courts.  Thus the nobility, having freed themselves of all expenses in this area, and meanwhile 
understanding all of the benefits of good roads, put all their effort into better construction and 
maintenance of roads in Courlandia, and in a short time they were brought to a level such as was not seen 
in any other gubernia in Russia.  In this regard, a great deal was done especially from 1825 through 1828, 
under privy councilor Hahn, under whom all inspection roads were measured and supervision of their 
maintenance was strengthened.  Currently, Courlandia is covered by a small network of good roads, firm 
like highways, crisscrossing the gubernia in all directions and linking it with neighboring gubernias.  Not 
only all cities and towns, but also a large portion of the landed estates are interconnected by such roads.  
But the roads are primarily concentrated towards Mitava, where they link up, as well as in the main 
trading centers: towards Riga, Libava, Goldingen, and, in Upper Courlandia, toward the river wharfs on 
the Dvina, in Friedrichstadt and Jacobstadt.  Furthermore, from all Courland cities and even towns, roads 
lead off in all directions, linking various areas over the shortest distance.  A lack of roads is noticeable 
only in Vindava Uyezd; but, due to its small population, this lack does not have so much effect.  The 
majority of the roads pass through elevated and dry locations, and in those places where they do cross 
lowlands, the roads are raised on timbers, and, for water channels, equipped with ditches.  Road repairs 
take place every year before the spring clearing and the beginning of field work; worn-out sections are 
repaired with coarse sand and granite, so that during clearing of the roads there isn’t significant damage 
(*).  In some cases, when necessity demands it, specific repairs of individual sections are begun at other 
times. 

The only exception to the above is coastal areas and some parts of Friedrichstadt Uyezd, where the 
roads, with every wind, are covered in drift sand, and no work can be carried out to bring them into 
satisfactory condition until the drift sand is secured.  Although the width of Courland roads is set at only 2 
½ sazhens [1 sazhen = 2.13 meters], it is sufficient for two four-horse wagons to pass, and therefore is not 
an inconvenience for the movement of wagon trains and transports, which will find all conveniences in 
the well-built spacious inns that are of very important significance here where there is a complete absence 
of villages and settlements.  Therefore they crop up on the roads very often and their number is very large; 
in total there are 1,494 of them, which amounts to one inn for every 15 verstas or 374 persons of both 
sexes. 

 
(*) Road statutes of 1617, 1752 and 1786. 
(*) Article 12 of the Road Statute of 1801 stipulates that swampy and easily decomposing locations should be paved with 
granite and reinforced with timbers, calculating for each peasant homestead annually, along the length of the road, from 30 to 
60 Rhineland feet (1 Rhineland foot = 1.02972 Russian feet). 
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Under the 130th article of the Courland Statutes, all roads, bridges and ferries, with few exceptions, are 
supported in kind.  Every year, calculated based on one day, from 180,000 to 200,000 wagons and the 
same number of working people are assigned to road duty.  Calculating approximately 50 kopecks per day 
for each wagon and 30 kopecks for each working person, road duty, paid in kind, costs 160,000 rubles in 
silver every year. 

Bridges and ferries are maintained in particular working order.  In the gubernia there are a total, for 
permanent bridges, of: more than two sazhens in length, 520; less than two sazhens in length, 2,290, 
totaling 2,810, including 437 stone bridges, primarily in Friedrichstadt, Doblen and Illutsk uyezd.  There 
are 5 temporary floating bridges, of which: 1 is located near Mitava across the River Aa, 1 near 
Schrunden across the Vindava, on the mail road from Mitava to Libava, 1 near Dinaburg Fortress, across 
the River Dvina, 1 on the River Dvete, on the road from Jacobstadt to Dinaburg, and 1 on the River 
Garrozen, on the mail road from Mitava to Bauska.  In addition, there are 52 ferries and 1,693 conduits (*).  
Ferries are located on the following rivers: 7 on the Aa, 1 on the Schwed, 6 on the Ekkau, 5 on the 
Memel, 3 on the Muss, 2 on the Abau, 10 on the Vindava, 2 on the Chazau, 1 on the Sakke, 1 on the 
Bartau, 9 on the Dvina, 1 on the Wurzau, on the Great Irbe, and 2 on the Geilegen-Aa. 

Supervision of the good working condition of roads and bridges, as has already been stated, is 
assigned to assessors of Hauptmann courts, who are obligated to travel parish roads once every two years, 
and all other mail and supply roads once a year.  If disrepairs are found, or complaints are received 
regarding disrepairs, those responsible are fined according to established monetary penalties, paid to the 
public treasury of the nobility. 

All Courland roads are divided into highways, inspection roads and country roads.  The total length of 
highways is 75 ½ verstas.  Inspection roads, which are subdivided into mail roads, supply roads and 
parish roads, are those highways subject to official supervision; these include: 

a) All roads with mileposts. 
b) Roads linking a gubernia city with all other cities and towns in the gubernia. 
c) Roads leading from sea harbors in Libava and Vindava to the interior of the gubernia. 
d) Roads linking cities and towns with one another and with border cities of adjacent gubernias. 
e) All parish roads (Kirchenwege) leading from parish churches to estates associated with them. 
Country roads are those that are within the borders of each estate between peasant households, or 
between the latter and the nobleman’s manor house, or, finally, between adjacent estates.  They are 
not subject to official supervision and, at the discretion of the landlord, may be changed, destroyed or 
replaced by others.  No changes may be made in the direction of inspection roads without permission 
from higher authorities.  The total length of all inspection roads is 6,318 (1) verstas, which means 1 
versta of inspection road for every 3 ¾ square verstas and for every 100 persons of both sexes.  This 
number is divided according to Oberhautpmann records as follows: 
 - in Mitava    1,102 verstas 
 - in Zelburg    1,322 – 
 - in Tukkum    1,205 – 
 - in Goldingen    1,571 – 
 - in Gazenpot    1,118 – 
 Of the entire number, mail roads comprise 589 ½ , including highways; parish roads comprise 553 
(2), and supply roads – 5,251 verstas. 

 
(*) The number of bridges and conduits is taken from the bulletin submitted in 1852 by the gubernia construction commission to 
the minister of internal affairs. 
(1) Zustände Kurlands jetzt und vorher.  Rechenberg-Linten, p. 110, Inland.  1845.  No. 1 and 2. 
(2) From bulletin submitted to the minister of internal affairs in 1852. 
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RAILROADS 

 
 Although there were many projects for the construction of railroads in various areas, however, as 
of today, they have not been carried out, and only the extreme edges of the gubernia are crossed from 
Dinaburg by the St. Petersburg-Warsaw Railroad, which has still not been opened to the public.  
Despite the fact that it crosses Courlandia for a very short way (only 20 verstas) and travels through 
the poorest and least-populated areas, nevertheless it connects Courlandia with the interior gubernias 
of Russia and, presumably, will be made into a major artery by which the gubernia will receive 
Russian goods.  This same significance for Courlandia is held by the Riga-Dinaburg Railroad, which 
travels along the right bank of the Dvina in Lifland and Vitebsk gubernias.  Both these railroads, 
which are of paramount importance for Riga’s foreign trade, both import and export, not only cannot 
provide the same benefits for Courland ports, from which they are significantly distant, but for the 
entire gubernia, which sells its goods abroad, and not to the interior gubernias of Russia, the influence 
of these railroads will always be secondary.  Those railroads that have remained only projects would 
have much more importance for the region.  In 1839, Libava merchants drew up a project to link the 
city of Libava by rail with the village of Jurburg, by which they intended not only to send to the port 
of Libava goods coming from the interior gubernias along the Neman to the city of Memel, but also to 
supply  Lithuania and partly the Kingdom of Poland with foreign goods from Libava, goods that are 
presently received from Riga and other places.  Although this project received Supreme approval in 
1847, and the Libava merchants received from the government 4% of estimated capital for 25 years, 
calculated to be 5 million rubles in silver, and preliminary work had already been started – grading 
work on all lines; but, as a result of the onset of wartime and its influence on the country’s finances, 
the Libava merchants were not able to form a company on shares, and the entire enterprise was 
dropped.  Currently there are three projects for linking the city of Libava by rail with the interior 
gubernias of Russia.  The first of these projects consists of a link between Libava and Dinaburg 
through the village of Janiski; the second of a link between Libava and Dinaburg through Mitava; and 
the third of a link between Libava and the city of Kovno.  The execution of any of these, plus the 
completion of work on Libava harbor, will doubtless make the port of Libava one of the most 
important on the Baltic Sea.  Lately, a project has been drafted to link the cities of Mitava and Riga by 
rail; since the trade route from Lithuania and Courlandia to the city of Riga goes through Mitava, the 
proposed road will be of immense significance. 
 

HIGHWAYS 
 
 Courland Gubernia is not rich in highways; their total length is only 75 ½ verstas, which is 1/85 of 
the length of the inspection roads. 
 1) The St. Petersburg-Kovno highway is one of the six main state routes and passes through 
Courland Gubernia from Dinaburg Fortress, through the Espten Post Office, for 19 ½ verstas.  
Crossing the extreme edge of the gubernia, the highway is of secondary significance only for Illutsk 
Uyezd, as a trade route along which this uyezd, through the agency of Dinaburg, receives goods from 
the interior gubernias of Russia.  Other parts of Courlandia do not receive goods along this route, and 
also do not export any goods along it.  This highway was built in 1830-1836 and is under the 
supervision of division IV of district XII of the transportation routes.  At Dinaburg Fortress it crosses 
the Western Dvina River, the crossing of which is made in the summer by floating bridge, and in the 
spring and fall by ferry; during ice flows the crossing stops completely for one or two days. 
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 2) The Riga-Taurogen highway is the most direct route between St. Petersburg and Western 
Europe.  It enters Courlandia three verstas from Olay Station, passes through the city of Mitava and, 
at the Kalche folvarok (estate) enters Kovno Gubernia, measuring 45 ½ verstas in Courlandia.  
Passing through the middle of the gubernia and linking the gubernia city of Mitava on one side with 
Kovno Gubernia and Prussia, and on the other side with the city of Riga, the highway is of primary 
significance for Courlandia.  Along this route are delivered to Riga goods not only from a significant 
part of Courland Gubernia lying between the rivers Aa, Vindava and Abau, but also from a large part 
of Kovno Gubernia.  Moreover, this highway is the main route of the expansive trade between the 
northern parts of Prussia and our capital cities through Taurogen and Polangen customs, through 
which, according to official data provided by the department of foreign trade in their publication 
“State Foreign Trade in its Various Forms,” goods pass annually intended almost exclusively for 
Petersburg and Moscow averaging 5 million rubles in silver.  If we consider that declared value is 
always significantly lower than real value and that a very large amount of goods is smuggled in, then 
the number given should actually be doubled. 
 3) The Mitava highway from Mitava to the river Schwed, along the mail road to Libava and 
Tukkum, is only 5 ½ verstas in length.  It was built for unobstructed travel between Mitava and 
western Courlandia during the flooding of rivers that submerge the low areas between the rivers Aa 
and Schwed, due to which previously  travel, along the old road, was extremely difficult during those 
times.  The highway was built and is repaired with funding from the city of Mitava. 
 4) The Libava highway travels from the city of Libava, along the mail road to Mitava, over 5 
verstas.  It was built in 1840 and 1841 with funds from the city of Libava and runs between the Libava 
and Tosmarskie lakes, in areas that flood in the spring and fall; because of which, before the highway 
was built, travel between the city and all main centers lying in the interior of the region was at some 
times very difficult, and sometimes stopped completely. 
 

MAIL ROADS 
 
 In Courlandia are the following mail routes: 
 a) The St. Petersburg-Taurogen, passing through the city of Mitava and currently constituting the 
main connection between Petersburg and Prussia; passes over 45 ½ verstas in Courlandia. 
 b) The St. Petersburg-Kovno comprises, together with the railroad under construction, the main 
connection between Petersburg and the Kingdom of Poland; 19 ½ verstas in length in Courlandia. 
 c) From Mitava through Libava to Polangen and further to the Prussian border, goes through 
Courlandia for 263 verstas.  Before the construction of the Taurogen highway, this was the main route 
between Petersburg and Prussia. 
 d) From Mitava through the city of Tukkum to the town of Talsen – 104 ¾ verstas. 
 e) From Mitava to the city of Bauska – 42 ½ verstas. 
 f) From Gazenpot through Goldingen to the city of Vindava – 93 ½ verstas. 
 g) From the village of Illutsk to Dinaburg Fortress – 20 ¾ verstas. 
 The total length of all of these routes in Courland Gubernia is 589 ½ verstas.  They not only link 
Courlandia with the other gubernias and Prussia, but they also connect with one another, over the 
shortest distance, the gubernia city with all the uyezd cities lying in the western part of Courlandia. 
 Mail transportation between Mitava and Friedrichstadt and Jacobstadt goes through the city of 
Riga along the Moscow route, traveling along the right bank of the Dvina to Dinaburg Fortress, and 
correspondence is transferred to the indicated cities from post offices located along this road: 
Remershof and Kreizburg, divided by the River Dvina, crossing of which is carried out by ferries.  In 
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the spring and fall, when the rivers flood, it is very difficult.  By this mail route, the city of 
Friedrichstadt is 117 ¾ verstas away from the city of Mitava, while the city of Jacobstadt is 174 ¼ 
verstas away; by direct route, these cities are 93 ½ and 145 ½ verstas from Mitava.  All mail roads, 
with the exception of highways, are under the direct supervision of the Hauptmann courts and are 
maintained in constant good repair by the peasant associations through whose borders they pass, on 
the same basis as other inspection roads. 
 The run fee for all mail routes was set from the 1st of April 1859 at 2 ½ kopecks in silver per 
versta, per horse.  Over all mail roads in Courland Gubernia there are 23 post offices, with an 
allotment of 232 horses; of this number, there are: 45 in Mitava, 40 in Ellei, 59 in Espten, and 6 each 
in Goldingen and all offices on the route from Mitava to Polangen, with the exception of the last 
location; 4 at offices in Polangen, Venzau, Illukst and Jacobstadt, and 2 each at all remaining offices.  
Furthermore, on the route from Mitava to Polangen, postal officials maintain, besides service horses, 
another 10 to 15 non-service horses, which are given to passers-by without road fees, or, if service 
horses are all in use, for a nominal fee, usually 25 silver kopecks per mile per horse.  Postal 
superintendents are found only on highway routes, namely at the offices in Mitava, Ellei and Espten.  
Only at the office in Espten is there a supervisor from the postal department; at all the others there are 
office clerks, at the discretion of the postal officials.  Between the city of Tukkum and the town of 
Talsen there are no post offices, only one postal relay wagon, the official for which, on a contractual 
basis, is required to deliver all kinds of correspondence, accompanied by a postman, from Talsen to 
Tukkum and back, with two or three horses, twice a week.  Post offices in Courland Gubernia are 
maintained through monetary fees for compulsory state zemstvo service, and are assigned at public 
auctions, on contractual terms, to private hands.  In 1855 compulsory state zemstvo service for this 
area totaled 33,512 rubles, in 1856 40,521 rubles, and in 1857 28,071 rubles (*).  The post offices on 
the large highway routes in Espten and Ellei, as well as on the mail road from Mitava to Polangen: in 
Doblen, Berhof, Frauenburg, and Niderbartau are notable for their cleanliness and convenience for 
passers-by; in other locations, all the conveniences can be found in nearby roomy inns.  Sheets are 
attached: No. 4 concerning post offices in Courland Gubernia, indicating the number of horses, 
postmen, supervisors etc., at them, as well as the number of passers-by on government and private 
road fees, and No. 5, concerning the use of horses at post offices on a monthly basis in 1857.  Both 
sheets are drawn up on the basis of data received from the gubernia postmaster. 
 

SUPPLY AND TRADE ROADS 
 
 These may be divided into large roads, linking the cities of Courland Gubernia amongst 
themselves and with cities of adjacent gubernias, and small roads, running between secondary centers 
and serving as links to large routes.  Both kinds, as has already been stated, are subject to the same 
regulations regarding repair and supervision, and are maintained in the same good repair as mail 
roads.  There are so many of them that a detailed description of them would take up too much room, 
and therefore we shall limit ourselves to listing only the most important, primarily in relation to trade.  
These are mostly all routes leading from Courland and Kovno gubernias to the cities of Mitava and 
Riga.  Of the export goods of the port of Riga, the value of which runs annually up to 15,000,000 
rubles, only 7,000,000 rubles’ worth is floated on the Dvina and Aa; the remaining amount is carried 
by land, primarily from the left bank of the Dvina.  Of these routes, the most important, based on trade 
turnover, is the Riga-Taurogen highway, already described, followed by the large supply road from 
Libava through Frauenburg to the city of Mitava.  The last road linking the two most important cities 

 
(*) From records of Courland Civil Governor. 
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in Courland gubernia passes through the central, most highly populated and productive of its areas, 
and serves primarily as a trade route for goods arriving in the spring in Libava harbor for forwarding 
to Riga and Petersburg, when the ports lying further to the north are not yet open to navigation.  Along 
the roads leaving from Kovno Gubernia to: a) Schoenberg, Neugut, and Baldon, b) Bauska and Gross-
Ekkau, c) Neu-Bergfried, Annenburg and Garrozen, eastern uyezds of Kovno Gubernia receive 
colonial goods from Riga, and also send their own goods, comprising their main export products.  
Trade movement along these roads is very significant, although it’s impossible to define it in figures; 
it should only be noted that the most important of these routes is the road leading from Kovno 
Gubernia to Ponevez, Bauska and Riga.  The road from Kovno Gubernia to Zagory, Mitava and Riga 
is of equal significance; it is the route for trade relations between Riga and Shavel, Telshevo and 
Rossiena uyezds.  For northern Courlandia, Tukkum, Talsen and parts of Vindava uyezds, the roads 
leading from Talsen, Kandau, and Tukkum to Schlock in the city of Riga are of special significance, 
since it is nearer for these uyezds to send their goods through Schlock to the port of Riga than through 
Mitava. 
 Upper Courlandia sends its excess goods to Riga also primarily by land, by the road from Illutsk 
to Muremujze and Baldon, or by the river road to Jacobstadt and Friedrichstadt, which is why the 
roads leading to the river wharfs on the Dvina are of much less significance. 
 In western Courlandia, the most significant roads are concentrated around the port of Libava.  
Coming from various locations in Kovno and Courland gubernias, they all meet at the city of Grobin, 
and therefore trade movement between the latter and Libava is very significant, especially in winter.  
Of these routes those deserving the most attention are: a) from Goldingen and Gazenpot, b) from 
Polangen through Rutzau, c) from Ezern through Nigranden and Assiten, d) from Schkud through 
Virgen.  The latter two roads go from Kovno Gubernia, and linking trade from its western uyezds with 
Libava port, which annually ships various kinds of grain and other goods worth 1,000,000 silver 
rubles. 
 Less significant are routes leading to the port of Vindava, whose turnover, due to its distance from 
the central and productive parts of the gubernia and the smaller population of the surrounding areas, is 
very small and totals only 150,000-200,000 silver rubles per year. 
 In trade relations, the road leading from Prussia through Polangen, Oberbartau, Nigranden, and 
Alt-Autz to Mitava is of special significance, moving trade from Prussia through Polangen customs, 
whose turnover runs annually from 400,000 to 500,000 silver rubles.  Furthermore, this road serves as 
the main route for smuggled goods brought across our borders in very large quantities from the 
northern parts of Prussia. 
 Payment for forwarding of cargoes differs depending on the time of year and distance.  In the 
winter, peasants are hired at an average rate of 15 to 20 kopecks in silver per pood per every 100 
verstas.  The transportation of goods from Polangen and Taurogen to the cities of Riga and Mitava is 
carried out mainly by Prussian nationals and Jews from the indicated towns, and this trade brings them 
significant profits. 
 

Parish Roads (Kirchenwege) 
 
 These roads lead from churches to the estates associated with them, and are maintained in constant 
good repair.  Sometimes they link adjacent parish churches with one another, and in those cases the 
may be important as a link between main routes; due to their short lengths and the lack of connections, 
they have no significance for trade and industrial relations.  Their total length is 553 verstas. 
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Country Roads 
 
 These include all of those roads that are not under official supervision, and therefore their 
condition is for the most part very unsatisfactory and depends exclusively on the interest taken in 
these matters by private owners.  They go from main routes to individual manors and peasant 
households, or link the latter together or with the lord’s manor; due to the small width of the wagons 
of Courland peasants, they are so narrow that it is often impossible to pass in a Russian wagon. 
 

Winter Roads 
 
 Winter routes are established in Courlandia in November, December, and sometimes in January, 
and continue until the beginning of March; during the winter they are interrupted several times.  They 
are of important significance in that a horse pulls greater weight along a winter road than in the 
summer, and, in going by locations that are impassible in the summer, they shorten the distance.  
Besides the innumerable quantity of country roads laid by residents between villages and manors and 
from the latter to cities along swamps, lakes, hayfields and fields, winter roads are also laid in creeks 
along large roads. Of these, the most use is made: in the direction of the mail road from Mitava to 
Libava through Zezern Lake near Frauenburg; from Niderbartau to Libava through Libava Lake and 
in the direction of the large supply road from Tukkum to Schlock.  The first of these goes through 
Zezern Lake, cutting the distance by 2 verstas; the second goes from the manor at Niderbartau and 
goes directly across Libava Lake, cutting the distance to Libava also by 2 verstas; and the third goes 
from the trade road from Tukkum to Schlock at Tukkum Forest, passes through Tukkum Forest and 
Kangern Lake and by the village of Kangern, in Liflandia, and comes out again to the big road, cutting 
the distance by 5 verstas.  Since Courlandia is rich in good roads covering the shortest distances, in 
the winter there are no independent winter routes opened anywhere like those in Liflandia, which 
would significantly cut the distance between large population centers.  More often, in the winter new 
routes are opened in forests, in which snow lies longer than in the area of large roads, in order to use 
sleigh roads, but such routes are mostly more circuitous than the large roads.  Such routes include the 
flows of larger rivers such as: Aa, Vindava, Abau, Western Dvina and others, of which the most used 
is the portion of the River Aa from Bauska to Mitava, although this route is 4 verstas more circuitous 
than the mail road.  With regard to all winter roads, it should be noted that for those who do not know 
the roads it is very dangerous to follow them without a guide; in many lakes and swamps there are 
some places, because of the nature of the ground, that don’t freeze entirely or are covered by such a 
thin layer of ice that they are not in a condition to support the weight; finally, in many spots, on lakes 
and rivers, fishermen make holes, which, at night and during blizzards, may not be noticeable. 
 In attaching table No. 6 (*) to this article, showing the distances between cities and villages, we 
consider it necessary to say several words about the overall network of land transportation routes, 
namely, whether they satisfy the demands of the region, and what influence they have had on trade 
and its industrial development.  Courland Gubernia is almost exclusively an agricultural land; given 
the little development of factories, all attention and major capital is aimed at agriculture, which can 
only provide significant profits if the products of the land not only can be sold, but also can be 
delivered without impediment to the sales points.  Due to the direction and limited number of water 
routes, they can be taken advantage of only by a very small number of estates; the rest, by necessity, 
must be limited to land transportation, which is always more expensive and may be made easier only 

 
(*) In drawing up this table, the shortest distances were taken between locations on mail and large supply roads, based on 
information from the road official and published by gubernia inspector Tanner, “Wegweiser aller Strassen Kurlands,” 1857. 
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with the construction of good roads.  In this regard, a very great deal has been accomplished in 
Courlandia: good roads lead to from almost all estates to main routes leading to the most important 
markets in Riga, Mitava, Vindava and Libava, along which transportation of cargoes takes place in 
summer with the same conveniences as on highways, while in the fall and spring they hardly melt and 
always have a hard substratum.  In general, it should be said that the roads of Courlandia, both in their 
large numbers and in their direction and excellent condition, fully meet the demands of the district and 
have greatly facilitated the development in the district of agriculture, having an especially great 
influence on increasing the value of the estates, bringing them closer to all markets that are important 
for the gubernia.  These beneficial consequences began to be seen only after 1817, when, with the 
liberation of the peasants from the dependence of serfdom, particular attention was given to the 
construction of good roads, and this has been made particularly apparent in the last decade.  It can be 
positively said that, without its good roads, Courlandia would never have achieved such results in the 
development of agriculture, which give it the right to serve in this regard as an example for our other 
gubernias. 
 

Stagecoaches and Carriages with Passengers 
 
 Stagecoaches and carriages with passengers travel to Courlandia along the following routes: 
 1) From St. Petersburg through Mitava to Taurogen along the Riga-Taurogen highway. 
 2) From St. Petersburg through Dinaburg and Espten Station along the St. Petersburg-Kovno 
highway(*). 
 3) From Mitava to Riga. 
 4) From Mitava to Tukkum and from Tukkum to Talsen. 
 5) From Mitava to Libava. 
 6) From Mitava to Goldingen. 
 Stagecoaches traveling along the first two routes belong to the postal department and travel from 
St. Petersburg to Taurogen and Kovno four times a week, as well as in the reverse direction four times 
a week.  Other stagecoaches are privately run: some of these run between Mitava and Riga in each 
direction four times a week; between Mitava and Tukkum, Tukkum and Talsen, Mitava and Libava, 
stagecoaches come and go two times a week in each direction; between Mitava and Goldingen they 
travel only once a week.  With the exception of those belonging to the postal department, all the 
stagecoaches are very badly built, crowded and without any comforts for the passengers, which is 
especially evident on the line between Mitava and Riga, where, on a huge ride, one might have asked 
for more conveniences.  Other coaches, besides the discomforts described, have the additional 
disadvantage that they travel to their final destination with one set of horses, which requires spending 
the night in inns and stopping to feed the horses en route. 
 

Notes on Carriages and Harnesses 
 
 The most common wagon used by Courland peasants is the small four-wheel wagon with two 
boards on the sides, or a low four-cornered box 2 arshins in length and 1 or 1 ¼ arshin in width [1 
arshin = 0.71 meters].  This wagon is so small that only two people can sit together in it, with 
difficulty.  Usually one horse is harnessed to it, between shafts.  The harness consists of a wooden 

 
(*) With the opening of the railroad from St. Petersburg to Dinaburg, these stagecoaches have stopped running, but in 
replacement temporary transportation has been set up by stagecoach between Dinaburg and Kovno, to link the sections of the 
railroad already built from St. Petersburg to Eudkunen on the Prussian border. 
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cap, covered tightly with felt and padded with leather, without slings, with rope or belt loops to fasten 
the shafts and arch.  The more well to do peasants, especially in the vicinity of Mitava, have a leather 
Russian harness; their wagons are also built better, and are decorated and equipped with a seat.  To 
transport heavy cargoes, many peasants have long wagons, quite large in measurements, to which 2, 3 
and 4 horses are harnessed in a row; in these cases the wagon has a shaft, and the horses are harnessed 
to poles with rope traces.  Landlords’ carriages consist of various types, the natychanka, calash, 
kareta, and especially the two- and four-wheel taratayka; the latter have no springs and are 
noteworthy for their lightness even in traveling over sandy roads, but they are intolerable when jolting 
on hard roads.  To eliminate this discomfort, the seat is not attached firmly, but hangs on leather 
straps.  Many carriages, made for the most part in Mitava, are known for their panache and strength, 
but the majority of them are ugly, tall and old-fashioned.  The carriages in Libava are especially ugly, 
which seem to have been saved from the last century; the former bad paved road of that city, which 
was repaired only in 1860, on the occasion of a visit by His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke and 
Heir to the Tsar, did not allow for good carriages.  In the cities English harnesses are most often used, 
although one may also see Russian harnesses. 
 

Telegraph Lines 
 
 Courland Gubernia is crossed by two telegraph lines: one is laid along the mail route from Riga to 
Mitava, Libava, Polangen and Memel, and the other along the St. Petersburg-Warsaw highway.  There 
are three telegraph offices in Courlandia on the first of these: in Mitava, Libava and Polangen, all 
opened in 1857, namely: the Mitava office was began operations on 27 September, the Libava office 
on 1 October, and the Polangen office on 7 October (1).  During 1858, the following numbers of 
dispatches were sent: from the Mitava office – 1,526, from Libava – 1,171, from Polangen – 251.  
During that same year the following numbers of dispatches were received: in the Mitava office – 
1,516, in Libava – 1,334, in Polangen – 274.  To send dispatches in 1858, the following amounts of 
money were received: at the Mitava office – 2,773 rubles 74 kopecks, at Libava – 3,703 rubles 49 ¾ 
kopecks, at Polangen – 472 rubles 77 ½ kopecks, with the total for the three offices 6,950 rubles 1 ¼ 
kopecks. 
 The official expenses during that year were: 
 For wages and board for employees: 
 At the Mitava office    1,948 rubles. 
 At Libava     2,467 rubles 29 ½ kopecks 
 At Polangen     880 rubles 
 For rent of premises, heating, lighting, maintenance of batteries and office expenses: 
 At the Mitava office    1,130 rubles 20 kopecks 
 At Libava     475 rubles 88 ¼ kopecks 
 At Polangen     225 rubles 
 The total cost of the three offices for 1858 (2) was 7,126 rubles 37 ¾ kopecks. 

 
(1) At the same time as the indicated telegraph offices, an intermediate office was opened in Frauenburg, but since it saw very 
little use, it was subsequently closed. 
(2) In 1861, from the main line, from Mitava to Libava, a branch line was laid to the city of Vindava, with the construction in 
that city of a new telegraph office. 


