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POPULATION 
 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION ON THE GRADUAL SETTLEMENT OF THE KRAY 
 
 Ancient Greek and Roman writers provide many indicators regarding the 
inhabitants of the shores of the Baltic Sea: but the information they give us is very vague, 
confused and inconsistent; from them we can draw the conclusion only that the 
indigenous inhabitants of Courland Gubernia belonged to a Finnish tribe that 
subsequently were gradually pushed to the north by the Lithuanian peoples that lived to 
their south.  At the time of the arrival of the Livonian Order in this kray, according to 
Watson (*), the following resided there: Selians, Semigallians, Curonians, Vendians and 
Livonians.  These first four peoples belonged to a Lithuanian tribe, while the latter, i.e. 
the Livonians, belonged to a Finnish tribe.  The Selians occupied upper Courlandia, from 
its southern borders to the outskirts of Friedrichstadt; the Semigallians occupied today’s 
Bauska and Doblen uyezds, the Vendians lived in western Courlandia up to the Vindava 
River, and the middle section of Courlandia, between the Vendians and the Semigallians, 
was occupied by the Curonians.  The Livonians lived in the northern sections of 
Courlandia from the mouth of the Vindava River to Lake Angern and along the left bank 
of the Dvina from today’s Friedrichstadt to the River Aa.  They were subsequently forced 
out of the latter area by Latvian and Lithuanian peoples, which almost to the present time 
persisted as a historical monument to their existence in these areas, under the name 
Krevinians, in the southern parts of Bauska Uyezd.  All of these tribes are still 
conspicuous in Courland Gubernia and occupy the same locations, although, with the 
exception of the Livonians, which persisted almost throughout antiquity, they have all 
adopted the name “Letts,” and at the present time make up the majority of the population 
of Courland Gubernia.  The conquest of this kray by the Livonian Order introduced into 
the composition of the population Germans, who now have predominant influence in 
Courlandia, while the protectorship of Poland brought Poles and Jews, who are found in 
various social strata, spread throughout the gubernia, but primarily in the cities.  Russians 
began to arrive here in the 17th century and by the end of that century already lived in 
significant numbers in Illukst and Friedrichstadt uyezds; this is visible in the fact that 
Jacobstadt (1) was created a city out of a Russian sloboda [large village with non-serf 
population, prior to abolition of serfdom] in 1670, and it is positively known that in 1703 
the Holy Spirit Church already existed there (2).  At the present time, Russians live 
primarily in the cities, and in the uyezds are found in significant numbers only in Illukst, 
where the largest number are religious dissidents.  Lithuanians proper are found in the 
southern parts of Illukst Uyezd and in Polangen parish, where they settled after its 
unification in 1819 with Courland Gubernia, and now make up the majority of the 
population.  Belorussians are found in insignificant numbers among other peoples only in 
Illukst Uyezd, in a narrow wedge between Kovno and Vitebsk gubernias, and therefore 
making up the most varied section of their population.  Finally foreigners, made up 

 
(*) Darstellung der alten Eintheilung Kurlands, wie die deutschen solche vorfanden.  Jahresverhandlungen 
der Kurländischen Gesellschaft für Litteratur und Kunst.  Bd. II, 1822. 
(1) Journal of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 1844, September, “Research on Russian Cities.” 
(2) From information supplied by the Riga Consistory. 
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mostly of subjects of the various states of the Germanic League, live spread throughout 
the gubernia. 
 

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESIDENTS AND THEIR DISTRIBUTION BY 
LOCALITY 

 
 According to the last census, the number of residents is distributed in Courland 
Gubernia in cities and uyezds as follows (3): 
 
 Male Female Total 
Cities    
Mitava 11,375 12,545 23,920 
Bauska 2,731 2,970 5,701 
Friedrichstadt 2,758 2,089 4,847 
Jacobstadt 4,482 5,000 9,482 
Tukkum 3,989 4,309 8,298 
Goldingen 5,300 5,799 11,099 
Pilten 2,021 2,569 4,590 
Vindava 1,694 1,865 3,559 
Gazenpot 2,862 3,667 6,529 
Grobin 933 1,038 1,971 
Libava 4,712 5,742 10,454 
Polangen 410 436 846 

Total in cities 43,267 48,029 91,296 
    
Uyezds    
Doblen 32,451 36,335 68,786 
Bauska 21,455 24,427 45,882 
Friedrichstadt 22,338 25,133 47,471 
Illukst 18,273 20,199 38,472 
Tukkum 21,483 24,159 45,642 
Talsen 23,077 25,807 48,884 

 
(3) See journal No. 19. 
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Goldingen 22,706 26,311 49,017 
Vindava 15,946 18,131 34,077 
Gazenpot 21,639 24,458 46,097 
Grobin 18,412 21,733 40,145 

Total in uyezds 217,780 246,693 464,473 
Total in gubernia 261,047 294,722 555,769 
 
 This includes all taxable estates, including those excluded from them by immunity 
and counted in the census under one category, such as: wards of the state, sons of soldiers 
dismissed from conscription and soldier’s daughters, and privileged peasants (Kurische 
Könige). 
 According to information from the gubernia statistical committee for 1857, found 
also in the annual report of the civil governor for 1857, the number of residents actually 
present in cities and uyezds was as follows (*): 
 
 Male Female Total 
Cities    
Mitava 11,681 10,798 22,479 
Bauska 990 1,155 2,145 
Friedrichstadt 1,620 1,384 3,004 
Jacobstadt 1,622 1,710 3,332 
Tukkum 1,619 1,413 3,032 
Goldingen 2,517 2,568 5,085 
Pilten 523 590 1,113 
Vindava 2,175 2,259 4,434 
Gazenpot 2,452 2,248 4,700 
Grobin 759 683 1,442 
Libava 5,112 4,669 9,781 
Polangen 804 698 1,502 

Total in cities 31,874 30,175 62,049 
    
Uyezds    

 
(*) See journal No. 20. 
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Doblen 35,015 39,691 74,706 
Bauska 22,762 23,883 46,645 
Friedrichstadt 23,209 25,947 49,156 
Illukst 27,610 30,251 57,861 
Tukkum 22,062 22,929 44,991 
Talsen 25,266 25,879 51,145 
Goldingen 22,603 22,962 45,565 
Vindava 18,664 20,908 39,572 
Gazenpot 22,755 24,427 47,182 
Grobin 20,082 20,049 40,131 

Total in uyezds 240,028 252,926 492,954 
Total in gubernia 271,902 283,101 555,003 
 
 This includes, in addition to the estates mentioned above and listed in census 
rolls, all other estates, i.e. inherited and personal nobility, clergy, honorary citizens not 
registered with guilds, military ranks, foreigners, subjects of other states and white collar 
workers.  Since the number of all of these estates not included in the census rolls totals 
29,792 (*) persons of both sexes, the difference between the census figures and those of 
the statistical committee is very significant, namely: adding those 29,792 to the 
population according to the census, the difference obtained is 29,558, which may be 
explained by the fact that: 1) the statistical committee’s figures don’t include those born 
in 1858; 2) a significant number, especially of those registered in cities, live in other 
gubernias; 3) the data from the statistical committee count only the population actually 
present, which is significantly different from the number registered; in particular, this is 
sharply noticeable in the cities: for example, in Pilten the number of the population 
actually present is counted as only 1,113 persons of both sexes, while according to the 
census there are 4,090.  8,298 and 9,482 persons of both sexes are registered in Tukkum 
and Jacobstadt, while in actual fact there are only 3,032 and 3,332 residents in each city.  
In all of our indicators, we will always take as our basis the number showing the 
population actually present. 
 Of the 65 gubernias and oblasts in the Russian Empire listed in the statistical 
tables published by the ministry of internal affairs for 1856, Courland Gubernia, by the 
absolute number of residents listed in the gubernia as 537,855 persons of both sexes, 
comes in 50th place, and only 15 gubernias have an absolute population smaller than that 

 
(*) Inherited nobility – 4,570, personal nobility – 1,958, honorary citizens not registered with guilds – 280; 
military ranks – 17,386, including enlisted troops, lower ranks on leave and retired, and wives and widows 
of solders; subjects of other states – 2,097, clergy of all faiths – 1,733, including ministers and acolytes; 
white collar workers – 1,768; totaling 29,792 persons of both sexes.  Kennen, in his “9th Census,” indicates 
the number of persons in Courland Gubernia not on salary as 5,243 male persons, not including military 
ranks, which quite nearly approaches our indicators. 
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of Courland Gubernia; of the gubernias of European Russia, these are Astrakhan, Estland, 
Olonets, Arkhangelsk, and the Land of the Black Sea Host [Voisko] (now part of Kuban 
Oblast). 
 By absolute population, the cities and uyezds of Courland Gubernia are listed in 
the following order: 1) Mitava, 2) Libava, 3) Goldingen, 4) Gazenpot, 5) Vindava, 6) 
Jacobstadt, 7) Tukkum, 8) Friedrichstadt, 9) Bauska, 10) Grobin, 11) Pilten. 
 The largest number of residents is in the city of Mitava – 22,479; the smallest 
number is in the city of Pilten – 1,113.  Of the 11 cities: one has a population greater than 
20,000; one, more than 9,000, one, more than 5,000, two, from 4,000 to 5,000, three, 
from 3,000 to 4,000, one, from 2,0000 to 3,000, and two, from 1,000 to 2,000. 
 Uyezds: 1) Doblen, 2) Illukst, 3) Talsen, 4) Friedrichstadt, 5) Gazenpot, 6) 
Bauska, 7) Goldingen, 8) Tukkum, 9) Grobin, and 10) Vindava. 
 The largest population is in Doblen Uyezd – 72,706, while the smallest is in 
Vindava Uyezd – 39, 572. 
 Absolute population alone does not provide an understanding of population 
density, which is obtained from a comparison of the number of residents with the amount 
of space.  As we have already seen above, Courland Gubernia measures 481 32/49 square 
miles, or 23,591 square verstas (1); therefore, for each square mile there are 1,159.97 
residents, or 23.70 per square versta (2).  Going by population density, Courland Gubernia 
occupies, of the 65 gubernias listed in the above-mentioned statistical tables, 28th place, 
and 37 gubernias are less densely populated.  But the degree of population density varies 
greatly in various uyezds: the greatest extremes are represented by Illukst and Vindava 
uyezds; in the former there are 29.82 residents per square versta, while in the latter there 
are only 13.89.  The following table shows the degree of population density in the 
uyezds: 
 
 Not including 

urban 
population 

Including 
urban 

population 
Illukst 29.82 29.82 
Doblen 28.95 37.91 
Bauska 26.79 28.02 
Tukkum 23.06 24.61 
Gazenpot 21.67 23.79 
Grobin 21.08 27.77 

 
(1) See article on space. 
(2) Keppen, taking the area of Courland Gubernia as 23,987 square verstas, calculates 22.48 residents per 
one square versta.  In statistical tables for 1856, where the area of Courland Gubernia is taken, according to 
the report of the Courland Civil Governor, as 23,990 square verstas, the number of persons per one square 
versta is calculated at 22.43 residents. 
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Talsen 17.71 17.71 
Goldingen 16.93 18.82 
Friedrichstadt 16.63 18.77 
Vindava 13.88 15.83 
 
 These findings are calculated on the basis of information from the gubernia 
statistical committee, in which the number of residents in Illukst Uyezd, it seems, has 
been increased; if information for this uyezd from the last census is taken, including the 
number of persons of those classes that were not included in the census, the total 
population for Illukst Uyezd is calculated at 48,748 persons of both sexes, or 24.69 per 
square versta, and in that case the uyezd occupies not first place, but fourth place by 
population density. 
 

NUMERICAL RATIOS BY SEX 
 
 The total number of residents includes 271,902 males and 287,101 females; this 
means there are 105.59 females for every 100 males.  In the cities and uyezds, the 
proportionality between the sexes is as follows, namely for every 100 males the number 
of females is: 
 In the city of Mitava   92.44. 
 In the city of Bauska   116.66. (*) 
 In the city of Friedrichstadt  84.82. 
 In the city of Jacobstadt   105.43. 
 In the city of Tukkum   87.95. 
 In the city of Goldingen   102.06. 
 In the city of Pilten   112.81. 
 In the city of Vindava   103.86. 
 In the city of Gazenpot   91.68. 
 In the city of Grobin   90.00. 
 In the city of Libava   91.33. 
 In the city of Polangen   86.81 
 Total in the cities   94.64. 
 
 In the uyezds: Doblen   107.64. 

 
(*) The findings for the city of Bauska are very questionable. 
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   Bauska   104.97. 
   Friedrichstadt  111.80. 
   Illukst   105.94. 
   Tukkum  103.93. 
   Talsen   98.47. 
   Goldingen  101.59. 
   Vindava  111.97. 
   Gazenpot  107.79. 
   Grobin   99.93. 
 Total in the uyezds   107.04. 
 In gubernia as a whole   105.59. 
 
 These data, calculated on the basis of information from the gubernia statistical 
committee on present population, vary widely from the indicators from other sources; 
thus according to Keppen, for the entire gubernia, for every 100 males there are 107.29 
females; in the statistical tables for 1856 published by the ministry of internal affairs, the 
number is 111.32; Possart has it as 105.66; and according to information from the latest 
census, for every 100 men there are the following numbers of women: 
 
 In Mitava    110.28. 
 In Bauska    108.75. 
 In Friedrichstadt   75.74. 
 In Jacobstadt    111.55. 
 In Tukkum    108.02. 
 In Goldingen    109.41. 
 In Pilten    102.37. 
 In Vindava    110.09. 
 In Gazenpot    110.63. 
 In Grobin    111.15. 
 In Libava    121.64. 
 In Polangen    106.34. 
 Total in the cities   111.00 
 
 In the uyezds: Doblen   112.12. 
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   Bauska   113.38. 
   Friedrichstadt  112.51. 
   Illukst   110.54. 
   Tukkum  112.45. 
   Talsen   111.83. 
   Goldingen  115.65. 
   Vindava  113.77. 
   Gazenpot  113.02. 
   Grobin   118.03. 
 Total in the uyezds   113.27. 
 In gubernia as a whole   112.90. 
 
 Such a large difference in the ratios between the sexes in actually present and 
registered populations is partially due to the fact that the former include military ranks, 
and partially because in the number of persons registered in Courland Gubernia and 
living in other gubernias, the number of women, who rarely transfer residence to other 
places, is very small. 
 In the various religions, according to information from the statistical committee, 
for every 100 males there are the following numbers of females: 
 
 Orthodox (including coreligionists)  42.00 (1). 
 Schismatic sects    108.77. 
 Roman Catholic     105.13. 
 Lutheran (including Reformists)   108.22. 
 Jewish      109.22 (2). 
 According to information from the statistical committee, in the various classes, 
for every 100 men there are the following numbers of women: 
 Hereditary and personal nobility   115.44. 
 Clergy      106.07. 
 Urban classes     110.07. 
 Rural classes     110.09. 

 
(1) Such a small ratio of women with regard to men is due to the fact that the information from the statistical 
committee includes soldiers.  According to information from the Riga Ecclesiastical Consistory, which 
includes only local soldiers, there are 62.85 women for every 100 men. 
(2) According to information from the latest census, 108.21. 
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 A comparison of all of the data shown above permits us to draw the following 
conclusions: 
 1) The preponderance of the number of women over the number of men is very 
significant and corresponds to the ratio of 100: 112 (1)/ 
 2) This preponderance is noted in all classes and in all religions, with the 
exception of the Russian Orthodox; the latter circumstance has already been explained. 
 3) In the registered population, the number of women exceeds the number of men 
in all cities and uyezds, with the exception of the city of Friedrichstadt, where the 
preponderance of men is very large. 
 4) In the actually present population, the number of women exceeds the number 
of men in all uyezds, with the exception of Talsen and Grobin, for which the findings are 
questionable, and in the following cities: Bauska, Jacobstadt, Goldingen, Pilten and 
Vindava. 
 5) In the rural population, the number of women is greater than in the cities.  
According to the statistical tables for 1856 (2), the disproportion in the number of women 
with regard to the number of men is even greater in the following gubernias: Perm, 
Lifland, Kostroma, Novgorod, Vyatsk and Yaroslavl; in the latter, there are 119.21 
women for every 100 men. 
 Number of families in the gubernia.  Despite all attempts, it was impossible to 
collect information on the total number of families in the gubernia; many authorities have 
not collected this data at all; others provided unreliable information, in part because such 
information had never been collected, in part because the significance of the word family 
[semeystvo] was understood in varying ways.  Some understood the word to mean marital 
union; others considered a family to be an aggregate of related people, although there 
might be several marital unions attached; finally, others understood a family to be the 
aggregate of all persons living in one homestead and having a common household; thus 
all persons living in one peasant homestead, including the tenant, the peasant, his works, 
with wives and children, having a common household, were taken to be one family.  
From such varied understandings of the word family, the information we collected could 
not be assembled together in a single summary, and of those data we are showing only 
that which is very reliable.  In the nine parishes of the Courland deaconate, with a 
population of 18,197 persons of both sexes, the majority belonging to the rural 
population, there are 1,823 families (1), meaning 9.93 people per each family.  In the petty 
bourgeoisie, according to information from the statistical committee, in 1856 there were 
6,828 families, and as at that time there were calculated to be 40,282 (2) persons of both 
sexes, each family had 5.90 persons.  Among the Jews there were in 1856 3,730 families 
and 24,767 (3) persons of both sexes; this means each family had 6.37 persons.  Although 

 
(1) The average numbers are taken of the ratios of the sexes in registered and actually present populations, 
not including military ranks in the latter. 
(2) Page 264. 
(1) Information from the parish priests. 
(2) Information from gubernia statistical committee. 
(3) Information from statistical committee for 1856. 
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these data are too incomplete to make any general conclusions about the entire gubernia 
based on them, it seems that the following conclusions will not be mistaken: 
 1) That in the rural population families consist of a greater number of persons 
than in the urban population, and 
 2) That in the urban population, Jewish families are made up of more persons than 
Christian families. 
 With regard to the actually present number of marital unions, widowers and 
widows, information has been received only from the Courland deaconate, in which there 
are counted a total of 1,594 marital unions, 203 widowers and 415 widows; therefore, for 
every 11.41 persons of the both sexes there is one marital union; for every 89.64 
residents, there is 1 widower; for every 43.60 residents, there is one widow; furthermore, 
for every 15.70 persons who are married, there is 1 widower, and for every 7.68 married 
persons, there is 1 widow.  From this we can see that the number of widows is more than 
double the number of widowers. 
 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY AGE 
 
 The attached table No. 21 on the distribution of population by age, for uyezds and 
for the entire gubernia, concerns only the registered rural population (4) and was drawn up 
at our request by volost and rural administrations, based on tax rolls from the last census, 
and then synchronized at the treasury department.  If the total mass of the rural 
population is taken as 100, then there are: 
 For ages from 1-5 years  14% 
   5-10 years  10.93% 
   10-15 years  10.64% 
   15-20 years  10.15% 
   20-25 years  8.53% 
   25-30 years  7.76% 
   30-35 years  7.56% 
   35-40 years  7.56% 
   40-45 years  5.67% 
   45-50 years  5.12% 
   50-55 years  4.08% 
   55-60 years  2,70% 
   60-65 years  2.11% 

 
(4) No information on this subject has been received from the magistracy. 
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   65-70 years  1.21% 
   70-75 years  0.56% 
   75-80 years  0.20% 
   80-85 years  0.06% 
   85-90 years  0.02% 
   90 years and over 0.01%. 
 
 For childhood and youth ages, counting these as up to 20 years, there are 45.72 
persons; for middle age, from 20 to 60 years, there are 50.11; for old age over 60 years, 
there are 4.17.  There are only five persons of both sexes in Courlandia over 100 years 
old, i.e. 2 men and 3 women.  The various ages are represented as follows: 
 
 Male Female 
From 1 to 5 years 32,291 32,629 
From 5 to 10 years 25,388 25,367 
From 10 to 15 years 24,187 25,189 
From 15 to 20 years 23,055 24,059 
From 20 to 25 years 18,279 21,338 
From 25 to 30 years 17,722 21,870 
From 30 to 35 years 16,112 19,924 
From 35 to 40 years 16,122 18,913 
From 40 to 45 years 12,596 13,784 
From 45 to 50 years 10,450 13,334 
From 50 to 55 years 9,004 9,983 
From 55 to 60 years 5,424 7,235 
From 60 to 65 years 4,303 5,488 
From 65 to 70 years 2,468 3,185 
From 70 to 75 years 933 1,687 
From 75 to 80 years 352 605 
From 80 to 85 years 68 229 
From 85 to 90 years 25 65 
From 90 to 95 years 7 23 
From 95 to 100 years 2 3 
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From 100 to 105 years 1 2 
From 105 to 110 years - 1 
From 110 to 115 years 1 - 

Total 218,790 244,913 
 
 For every 100 men of various ages, there are the following numbers of women: 
 
From 1 to 5 years 101.05 
From 5 to 10 years 99.92 
From 10 to 15 years 104.14 
From 15 to 20 years 104.35 
From 20 to 25 years 116.73 
From 25 to 30 years 123.40 
From 30 to 35 years 123.66 
From 35 to 40 years 117.31 
From 40 to 45 years 109.42 
From 45 to 50 years 127.60 
From 50 to 55 years 110.87 
From 55 to 60 years 113.38 
From 60 to 65 years 127.53 
From 65 to 70 years 129.05 
From 70 to 75 years 180.81 
From 75 to 80 years 171.87 
From 80 to 85 years  

 
 

318.27 

From 85 to 90 years 

From 90 to 95 years 

From 95 to 100 years 

From 100 to 105 years 

From 105 to 110 years 

From 110 to 115 years 
 
 From this it is evident that in the first two age groups, the number of men is 
almost equal to the number of women; in all other ages, the number of women exceeds 
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the number of men.  This predominance begins especially after the 20th year of age and 
reaches its greatest extreme in old age, when, among old men over 80 years in age, there 
are more than 3 women for every one man.  In the productive population, taken as the 
ages from 20 to 60 years, there are 120.50 women for every 100 men.  As a result of such 
a huge predominance of women, at least 1/6th of them are fated to an unmarried life. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENTS BY CLASSES 
 
 According to information from the gubernia statistical committee and reports 
from the Courland Civil Governor, the total mass of population in Courland Gubernia 
consists of the following: 
 
 Male Female Total 
Hereditary nobility 2,125 2,445 4,570 
Personal nobility 905 1,053 1,958 
Clergy of all religions, 
including ecclesiastics and 
acolytes, with families 

 
 

849 

 
 

884 

 
 

1,733 
Honorary citizens, hereditary 
and personal 

 
154 

 
131 

 
285 

Merchants of all guilds, with 
families 

 
1,651 

 
1,755 

 
3,406 

Petty bourgeoisie 22,847 25,499 48,346 
Craftsmen 4,131 4,296 8,427 

Peasants:    
In government estates 70,881 78,784 149,665 
In private estates 144,936 160,175 305,111 
In urban estates 323 392 715 
In parsonage Widme [estates 
granted by government in place 
of or in addition to salaries] 

3,769 4,444 8,213 

In judicial Widme 1,307 1,572 2,879 
Privileged peasants/ Kurische 
Könige 

 
190 

 
209 

 
399 

Foreign subjects 1,075 1,022 2,097 
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Gypsies registered in cities 51 72 123 
White collar workers 701 1,062 1,763 

Military ranks:    
Regular soldiers 10,086 - 10,086 
Irregular soldiers 53 - 53 
Lower ranks dismissed on open-
ended leave and other leave 

 
4,236 

 
- 

 
4,236 

Retired lower ranks, soldiers’ 
wives and daughters 

 
914 

 
3,306 

 
4,220 

Soldiers’ children and enlisted 
soldiers’ sons 

 
718 

 
- 

 
718 

Total 271,902 287,101 559,003. 
 If the total number is taken as 100, the population mass breaks down as: 0.82% 
hereditary nobility, 0.35% personal nobility, 0.31% clergy, 0.66% honorary citizenry and 
merchants, 8.65% petty bourgeoisie, 1.51% craftsmen, 83.54% peasants on both 
government and private estates, 0.37% foreign subjects, 3.45% all military ranks, both on 
active duty and retired lower ranks, with families, and 0.34% other classes.  The 
distribution of various classes by localities is shown in the attached table No. 20. 
 The distribution of residents by classes, according to the latest census, differs very 
significantly from the data we have shown.  Thus, according to that distribution: 
 
 Male Female Total 
Merchants of all guilds 2,506 2,311 4,817 
Craftsmen 10,222 9,570 19,792 
Petty bourgeoisie 21,465 25,469 46,934 
Working class in cities 8,335 9,971 18,306 
In domestic service 217 222 439 
Urban peasants 364 442 806 
Peasants in government estates 75,526 86,055 161,581 
Peasants in private estates 141,132 159,423 300,555 
Kurische Könige 195 210 405 
Wards of the state 26 44 70 
Soldiers’ children exempted 
from military service 

 
922 

 
1,005 

 
1,927 
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Exempts 137 - 137. 

 261,047 294,722 555,769 
 The largest difference in the data we have shown is in the population registered in 
the cities, in the classes of: merchants, craftsmen and petty bourgeoisie, especially if you 
take into consideration the fact that in the data from the statistical committee, the working 
class in the cities is also attached to the petty bourgeoisie.  This difference can be 
explained, in addition to the reasons cited above, by comparing the present and registered 
populations, as well as by the fact that during the census a significant number from the 
peasant class was registered in the cities. 
 In Courland Gubernia, based on the general laws of the Empire, there are four 
distinct classes: the nobility, the clergy, urban dwellers and rural dwellers, which we will 
view separately. 
 
 Nobility.  The hereditary nobility in Courland Gubernia is divided into those born 
to or recorded in the local matricula (genealogical book of the nobility), and those not 
recorded in these matriculas.  Before 1819, those born into the nobility made up two 
separate corporations: the Courland and the Pilten, but with the destruction in that year of 
the Pilten district and the introduction there of provisions also in effect for Courlandia, 
both corporations were joined into one society of the nobility, called the Courland and 
Pilten Knighthood, which is currently made up of 228 families (1), coming mainly from 
Westphalia, Pomerania and Saxony (2).  Very few of the families trace their origins from 
the native population of Letts (3).  During the rule of Poland, several Polish families were 
accepted into the Courland nobility, and with Courlandia’s incorporation into Russia, a 
small number of Russian families were included in the Courland matricula, such as the 
Suvorovs, Golovins and several others, which, however, do not live in the gubernia at all.  
Many of the noble families of the Ostsee gubernias spread throughout Russia, Lithuania 
and Sweden, with the Courland families spreading mainly to Lithuania, the Estland 
families living in Russia, and the Lifland families in Sweden.  In essence, the Korfs and 
others that are found in Russia and that have adopted Russian Orthodoxy are branches of 
the Courland families. 
 The Courland nobility has the right to constitute assemblies for consultations on 
their social affairs and may accept into their society, by recording them in the matricula, 
new persons from the Russian nobility, and may also exclude those who have become 
unworthy of belonging to the noble class.  In all matters concerning individual nobles, 
they are judged exclusively by an Oberhofgericht, comprising the highest judicial 
authority in the gubernia.  The Courland society of the nobility has been Imperially 
granted six estates in Tukkum Uyezd: Grendzen, Irmlau, Degalen, Friedrichsberg, 
Peterthal and Abaushof, and one forestry estate of Grendzen, the incomes from which 

 
(1) Military Statistics for Courland Gubernia, 1852, page 42.  At the beginning of the 17th century, when, 
after the destruction of the Order, noble classes were defined, there were 168 noble families, of which over 
the course of two centuries 70 have died out; to replace them, many new families were accepted into the 
matricula (Die Ursprung des Adels in den Ostseeprovinzen, von Firks, pages 166 and 167). 
(2) Die deutsch-russischen Ostseeprovinzen, Kohl, page 427. 
(3) Ibid, page 428. 
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during a year reach 30,000 silver rubles (4), are received in the nobility’s treasury and 
serve to cover expenses to maintain nobility committees, offices, buildings and so forth.  
Each Courland nobleman recorded in the local matricula and possessing hereditary land 
holdings [votchina], or who declares income from capital of 4,200 silver rubles, equal to 
¼ of a Hacken (1), has the right to participate in assemblies of the nobility.  In 1857, there 
were 382 nobles in Courlandia having the right to vote at assemblies (2), which in 
Courlandia are called: general conferences, deputies’ Landtag, Oberhauptmann, uyezd 
and parish assemblies. 
 Conferences are convened by special Imperial command, or by determination of 
the Landtag, or, when a matter cannot be delayed, by designation of the committee of the 
nobility.  Conferences consist of all Courland noblemen recorded in the matricula and 
having the right to vote.  At each conference, a marshal is elected as director of the 
conference.  Deputies’ Landtage are ordinary or extraordinary.  Ordinary Landtage are 
convened every three years; extraordinary Landtage are convened only in special cases, 
by determination of the gubernia’s marshal of the nobility.  Ordinary Landtage have two 
sessions: the preparatory or relational session and the final or instructional session, 
scheduled in any case not later than three months after the conclusion of the former.  
Extraordinary Landtage have only one session.  One deputy is sent to the Landtag from 
each parish (3); these elect a chairman from amongst themselves, called the marshal of the 
deputies.  Oberhauptmann and uyezd assemblies consist of all nobles of the 
Oberhauptmann district or uyezd possessing the right to vote, and are convened by 
appointment of the committee of the nobility or the Landtag.  Parish assemblies consist of 
all nobles of the parish possessing the right to vote, which in each parish amounts to from 
10 to 14.  They usual convene 14 days before a Landtag session, to elect a deputy to the 
Landtag session and provide him with instructions.  At the assemblies, cases of monetary 
deposits or on propositions to change or supplement provisions concerning peasants are 
decided by a majority of two thirds of the votes; cases concerning the selection and 
recording of nobles to the matricula, as well as all cases at parish assemblies, are decided 
by a simple majority of votes; all other cases at other assemblies are decided by a 
majority of parishes.  For permanent monitoring of rights, priorities and benefits of the 
society of the nobility, there is in the city of Mitava a special committee of the nobility, 
which consists, under the chairmanship of the gubernia marshal, of 10 uyezd marshals, a 
secretary and a treasurer of the nobility.  Gubernia and uyezd marshals are elected every 
three years.  Of the uyezd marshals, 5 (one from each Oberhauptmann district) are called 
residing, and are concerned with ongoing matters and receive a salary; they also preside 
at uyezd conscription tribunals.  Non-residing marshals do not receive a salary, have 
residences in their Oberhauptmann districts, and preside at Oberhauptmann and uyezd 

 
(4) Irmlau – 8,000, Grendzen – 11,500, Degalen – 3,500, Friedrichsberg – 2,400, Peterthal – 2,200, 
Abaushof – 2,400 rubles. 
(1) A Hacken is calculated based on 40,000 Albert gulden, or 16,800 silver rubles, or is considered equal to 
a landed estate with 264 persons, and therefore all levies calculated based on a Hacken are calculated on 
264 persons, or levies due on ¼ Hacken are collected on 66 persons.  In former times, in distributing 
zemstvo and other conscription duties, the basis was set as a Hacken, of which, in all estates of the nobility, 
including estates granted by the government to the society of the nobility, there were 405 (Statistics of 
Courlandia, Derschau and Kaiserling, page 179).  
(2) Report of Courland Civil Governor for 1857. 
(3) For elections of the nobility, Courland Gubernia is divided into 33 parishes. 
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assemblies, and are in charge of matters of the society of the nobility.  For 
communication between the committee of the nobility and the parishes, each of them 
elects a parish agent, who serves without salary, and whose chief duty is to convene the 
parish nobles to their assemblies, by appointment of the committee of the nobility or the 
Landtag, and to preside at parish assemblies. 
 In addition to the duties listed, established by the internal administration of the 
society of the nobility, the Courland nobility is granted the authority to elect the 
following: 
 
 For administration of the Evangelical Lutheran Churches: 
 
 A candidate for the position of lay member of the general consistory, president, 
ecclesiastical vice president (general superintendent), and lay assessors of the Courland 
Provincial Consistory; main church trustees and lay assessors of the main church 
trusteeships. 
 
 For general judicial management: 
 
 Oberhauptmanner, which, when there are vacancies, have precedence in 
occupying the position of members of the Oberhofgericht; assessors of Oberhauptmann 
courts, chairmen of uyezd peasant courts, justices of the peace, assessors of the nobility 
in uyezd peasant courts. 
 
 For general police management: 
 
 Hauptmanner and assessors of Hauptmann courts. 
 
 For the educational district: 
 
 Honorary trustee of Mitava gymnasium. 
 
 In the gubernia construction and road commission – deputy of the nobility. 
 In all, the Courland nobility, through elections from amongst themselves, fills 141 
positions.  Of these positions, only non-residing uyezd marshals, agents of parishes, the 
honorary trustee of Mitava gymnasium, the main church trustees, and the lay assessors of 
the main church trusteeships do not receive salaries.  For the other positions, specific 
salaries are established, either from the treasury of the nobility, or from the treasury.  
Oberhauptmann and Hauptmann positions receive for their services, in addition to 
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salaries, income from small holdings (Widme), bringing from 800 to 2,000 silver rubles.  
To all positions depending on the Courland nobility, with few exceptions, only noblemen 
recorded in the local matricula are elected, and primarily nobles possessing votchinas are 
elected to the positions of gubernia and uyezd marshals, parish deputies and agents, main 
church trustees, and lay assessors of main church trusteeships.  In elections to several 
positions, the following procedures are also observed:  Hauptmanner are elected from 
assessors of Oberhauptmann, Hauptmann and uyezd peasant courts, as well as from 
among justices of the peace, who are elected to that position for not less than two three-
year terms and are elected for the third.  Oberhauptmanner are elected from among 
Hauptmanner, while assessors of Oberhauptmann courts are primarily elected from 
among assessors of Hauptmann and uyezd courts, although they may also be elected from 
among non-serving nobles.  By nomination of the main local administration, one of those 
currently serving as Oberhauptmann is appointed by Imperial command to the rank of 
Oberhofgericht, and a gradual regime is observed in the appointment of members of the 
Oberhofgericht: junior councilors take the place of senior councilors; an elected 
Oberhauptmann takes the place of the most junior councilor.  One of the members of the 
Oberhofgericht, at the discretion of the nobility, fulfills the obligations of president of the 
Courland Provincial Consistory.  The gubernia and uyezd marshals, parish agents, main 
church trustees and lay assessors of main church trusteeships are elected for three years; 
but they may be re-elected for the subsequent three-year period.  Deputies to Landtage 
and other assemblies of the nobility, as well as the marshal of deputies and director of the 
conference, are elected at each assembly; for all other positions depending on the 
nobility; elections are for life.  The obligations of the committee of the nobility are as 
follows: management of estates of the society of the nobility, distribution of deposits to 
noble estates, supervision of the treasury of the nobility, allocation of zemstvo obligations 
in money and in kind falling to the estates of the nobility, which in 1857 totaled 251,763 
rubles 97 ½ kopecks in silver; of this amount, 136,174 rubles 86 ½ kopecks were spent 
on state zemstvo obligations, and 39,532 rubles 87 kopecks were spent on gubernia 
zemstvo obligations, totaling 175,707 rubles 73 ½ kopecks in silver (*).  In addition, the 

 
(*) Cash duties for state zemstvo obligations in 1857 totaled: 
 
 Rubles Kopecks 
For maintenance of postal service 28,071 81 ¼ 
- For repair of highways 23,983 32 
- For payment of loans from state credit institutions: 
For building and repair of highways 

 
18,587 

 
46 ¾ 

For maintenance of Hauptmann courts 23,272 59 
For maintenance of premises for quartering of troops 23,330 12 ¼ 
For firewood and lighting for quartering of troops 11,892 95 ¼ 
For building of Mitava Post Office 5,000 - 
For compensation for owners of land taken for highways 94 39 ¾ 
For expenses for exiling prisoners to Siberia 117 52 ½ 
For allowance for executioner 100 - 
For repayment to the treasury of the part owed by Courland 
Gubernia of money used to maintain militia soldiers of the former 
Riga Battalion of the paddle flotilla 

 
 

1,133 

 
 

27 
For hiring of haymakers for military horses 591 40 ¾ 
 136,174 86 1/2 
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following obligations were sent in kind, without compensation in cash: wagons, road and 
forest duty.  Wagons were sent in the following calculation per one day: for travel by 
zemstvo police – 10,900, for troops – 5,300, for road repairs – 172,000, for forestry work 
– 2,700.  Calculations of people used were: for road repairs – 160,000, for forestry work 
– 23,900.  Calculating 50 kopecks for each wagon, and 30 kopecks in silver for each 
worker per day, the following approximate valuation may be obtained: 
 
Wagon obligation      13,100 rubles 
Road obligation       143,000 rubles 
Forestry work       8,500 rubles 
      Total  164,600 rubles 
 
 The right to own hereditary estates, which are called noble votchinas 
(Rittergüter), belongs exclusively to the Courland nobility, from which there are 424 
votchina owners in the gubernia owing 454 estates with 14,566 homesteads [usadbas] (1), 
which comprises approximately 2/3 of the total number of homesteads in the gubernia; 
the remaining number of homesteads, with few exceptions, are located on estates 
belonging to the treasury.  As of 1 July 1857, the debt of noble estates to the bank of the 
nobility was calculated at 8,692,450 rubles (2).  The sale of estates for non-payment of 
interest was very rare, and, if it occurs, it is an exception to the existing order.  The 
number of entails in the gubernia is very large; of them, the largest is Dondangen, 

 
Cash duties for gubernia zemstvo obligations in 1857 totaled:   
   
For maintenance of two pupils in construction institute of the 
main administration of railroads and public buildings 

 
603 

 
- 

For hiring of staging premises 852 19 
For heating of premises of gubernia chief 585 55 
For heating and lighting of prisons 3,584 17 ¼ 
For maintenance of bridges and ferries 480 56 ¾ 
For salaries for clerks of treasury chamber and uyezd treasuries 
for keeping and auditing accounts for cash duties on zemstvo 
obligations 

 
 

2,416 

 
 

66 ½ 
For maintenance of office of cases of zemstvo obligations 2,405 - 
For maintenance of Oberhauptmann courts 13,591 28 
For maintenance of prison wardens 2,164 35 
For maintenance of prison guards 736 9 ¼ 
For maintenance of premises for permanent quartering of troops 3,565 17 
For firewood and lighting for permanent quartering of troops 2,423 2 ¼ 
For allowance for the city of Mitava for billeting obligations 3,815 40 
For distribution of smallpox vaccination 95 - 
Various other expenses 2,215 40 
 39,532 87 

Total zemstvo obligations 175,707 73 ½ 
 
(1) Table No. 33, attached to the article on agriculture. 
(2) From a manuscript article by the former Courland civil governor, Mr. Valuyev, “Experience of 
Approximate Estimation of Aggregate Value of Government and Private Estates in Courland Gubernia.” 
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occupying the entire northern and eastern part of Vindava Uyezd and comprising 64,820 
desyatinas.  The so-called class of the petty nobility does not exist at all in Courlandia, 
and the nobility is in general known for its wealth, which they owe primarily to the fact 
that they have not abandoned their homesteads for state service, leaving it, like the 
majority of social positions, to their poor brethren who don’t have the means to exist.  
The richer ones occupy themselves with the organization of their estates, and with innate 
prudence, often reaching miserliness, they have taken agriculture to a higher level of 
development than in any other Russian gubernia.  All areas of social life would be even 
more developed if the nobility were linked to the rural population by similarity in 
language and origin.  The Courland nobility is generally well educated, and many of them 
complete a university course in Derpt and sometimes abroad.  A passion for hunting, 
although it has abated in comparison to its previous level, when the majority of landlords 
did almost nothing else, is still developed to a strong degree.  From ancient times, 
Courland nobles had the exclusive right to hunt on both government and private lands, 
but several years ago the Courland nobility themselves abolished that right, and now each 
noble can hunt only on his own lands, and on others’ lands only with their consent.  
Although the Courland nobility has much in common with the mores, customs and ways 
of thinking of the nobility of the other two Ostsee gubernias, there are in fact many sharp 
distinctions.  Kohl, in his essay “Die deutsch-russischen Ostseeprovinzen,” calls the 
Courland nobles the most able, Lifland nobles the most educated, and Estland nobles the 
most warlike people. 
 Personal nobility in Courlandia total 1,958 (1) persons of both sexes. The rights of 
personal nobility in Courlandia are exercised by all exempts, including the following of 
non-noble origin: pastors, doctors, pharmacists, lawyers, so-called literati, and in general 
all of those who have diplomas from completing a university course, which is why all 
exempts without exception are educated people and have contributed the most to the 
study of the kray.  Some hostility can be seen in relations between the nobility and the 
exempts. 
 Clergy.  The Orthodox clergy in Courland Gubernia consists of white (secular) 
clergy and monastic clergy.  By statute, there are: 
 a) In churches of Courland Gubernia – 1 archpriest, 17 priests, 6 deacons and 34 
acolytes. 
 b) In the two monasteries (2) of Courland Gubernia – 9 monastics (including: 1 
abbot, 1 monastic priest, 1 monastic deacon and 1 monk) and 4 novices. 
 In 1857 there were in service: a) in the white clergy in churches: 1 archpriest, 14 
priests, 8 deacons and 23 acolytes, totaling 46; b) 4 monastics (including 1 archimandrite, 
1 monastic priest and 2 widowed priests in monastic priest vacancies) and 3 novices, 
totaling 7. 
 In all, in the gubernia, the number of ecclesiastics and acolytes of the white 
clergy, with their wives and children, is 75 males and 84 females, for a total of 159 

 
(1) See table No. 20. 
(2) The monasteries in Courland Gubernia are as follows: Illukst Nativity of Our Lady, a three-class 
monastery, and Jacobstadt non-established, attached to the Illukst monastery. 
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persons, and when monastics and novices are included, 166 persons of both sexes (1).  
Included among these in the coreligionist church of Sretensk Parish Church in Illukst 
Uyezd are 1 priest and 1 acolyte, and with their families a total of 2 males and 4 females, 
or 6 persons. 
 The Roman Catholic clergy consists of 13 abbots, 5 administrators, 12 vicars, 2 
chaplains, 1 curate and 2 invalid, totaling 35 persons (2).  There are only 34 acolytes, who 
are not considered part of the clergy.  They are hired temporarily from various other 
classes of the taxable estates and, in addition to their duties in the churches, are engaged 
in various other trades. 
 The capital and real property of the Roman Catholic clergy was handed over to 
the government in 1844, and only five churches retained 33 desyatinas each of land; in all 
this totaled only 165 desyatinas.  Currently, the clergy receives salaries, and for the 
maintenance of all Roman Catholic churches with their clergy and staff, 4,960 rubles in 
silver (3) are paid out from the treasury. 
 The Evangelical Lutheran clergy consists of one general superintendent, who, in 
addition, is the vice president of the Courland Evangelical Consistory; 7 Probst (main 
pastors), 90 pastors and 5 adjunct pastors, totaling 103 persons (4), and together with their 
families, 304 males and 363 (5) females.  Acolytes of the Lutheran faith are not 
considered members of the clergy; there are 355 males and 360 females (6) in these 
positions in Lutheran churches in the gubernia.  Pastors do not receive salaries, but make 
use of income from small estates called pastorates or pastoral Widme, of which one part 
is established by the government, and the other by donations and settlements from 
individuals.  All pastorates are the property of churches; the clergy exercises the right to 
use them, the integral receipt of all incomes, and the internal management in those 
locations.  The total number of pastorates in the gubernia is 97 (1), and they are distributed 
among the uyezds as follows (2): 
 
 Doblen      13. 
 Bauska      9. 
 Friedrichstadt     11. 

 
(1) This information was received from the Riga Ecclesiastical Consistory.  In the attached table No. 20, 
based on data from the statistical committee, 60 males and 67 females of the white clergy are shown, 1 
male of the monastic clergy, 2 males and 4 females of the coreligionist clergy, totaling 63 males and 71 
females. 
(2) From information received from the Courland, Semigallian and Skudy deacons.  The attached table No. 
20 shows the numbers for the Roman Catholic clergy as 64 males and 23 females.  In this indicator, 
acolytes are also included as clergy, which is an error; there are no females of the Roman Catholic faith 
belonging to the clergy in the gubernia. 
(3) From information received from the deacons of Courland Gubernia.  Bornhaupt, in his statistics for 
Courland Gubernia, counts 12 Widme belonging to the Roman Catholic clergy, which is wrong, page 27. 
(4) Indicators from Courland Evangelical Consistory. 
(5) See table No. 20. 
(6) Information from the gubernia statistical committee. 
(1) Indicators from Courland Evangelical Consistory. 
(2) Table No. 33, section on agriculture. 
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 Illukst      7. 
 Tukkum     7. 
 Talsen      11. 
 Goldingen     14. 
 Vindava     10. 
 Gazenpot     7. 
 Grobin      8. 
       97. 
 
 In all pastorate Widme there are 25,466 desyatinas of land (3) and 8,213 peasants 
of both sexes (4).  Consequently, for each pastorate there is an average of approximately 
260 desyatinas and 84 persons of both sexes.  Consequently, each pastorate has an 
average number of approximately 260 desyatinas and 84 persons of both sexes.  Lutheran 
preachers have the right, for the upbringing of orphans or the education of their own sons 
and maintenance of their sons at university, to form special funds from amounts donated 
either by themselves or by others, and for these sums to be managed by members chosen 
from amongst them.  At the end of 1841, these sums totaled 61,917 rubles 37 ¾ kopecks 
in silver (5).  The Lutheran clergy is very well formed, exercises a great deal of influence, 
especially on the lower classes, using this influence to spread morality, useful 
information and respect for legal rules.  This influence is supported not only through 
sermons, but also through the establishment of public schools under the supervision of 
the clergy, and the publication in Latvian and distribution of Holy Scriptures, useful 
textbooks, and a Latvian newspaper.   Consequently, not only the religious education, but 
also the intellectual education of the rural population is in the hands of the Lutheran 
clergy. 
 The Evangelical Reformed clergy consists of only one pastor, who is subordinate 
to the Courland Provincial Consistory. 
 The Jewish clergy, established on an Empire-wide basis, consists of 57 male and 
64 female members(1). 
 The class of city dwellers in Courland consists of: honorary citizens, merchants 
registered with guilds, literati, who have already been discussed, petty bourgeoisie, 
craftsmen, servants and working people in cities.  Honorary citizens in Courlandia consist 
of 285 persons of both sexes, including 210 hereditary and 75 personal(2).  Of the 
honorary citizens, 5 have declared capital and been registered in guilds. 
 Merchants.  The Courland merchant class is in general not wealthy, and very few 
possess capital over 100,000 rubles in silver.  The number of merchants has grown 

 
(3) Table No. 32, section on agriculture. 
(4) Possart, page 52. 
(5) Possart, page 52. 
(1) See table No. 20. 
(2) See table No. 20. 
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significantly in recent years, especially among Jews, which can be seen in the following 
table, drawn up on the basis of information obtained from the Kameralhof: 
 

 Per census VIII in 1834 Per census IX in 1850 Per census X in 1858 

Guilds Number 
of 
merchants 

Amount of 
declared 
capital, in 
assignation 
rubles 

Number 
of 
merchants 

Amount of 
declared 
capital, in 
silver 
rubles 

Number 
of 
merchants 

Amount 
of 
declared 
capital 

1st guild:  

Christians 5 250,000 10 150,000 6 90,000 

Jews “ “ 4 60,000 2 30,000 

2nd guild:  

Christians 27 540,000 26 156,000 46 276,000 

Jews 4 80,000 1 6,000 4 24,000 

3rd guild:  

Christians 146 1,168,000 170 408,000 199 477,600 

Jews 104 832,000 213 511,200 316 758,400 

Total 
Christians 

178 1,958,000 206 714,000 251 843,600 

Total 
Jews 

108 912,000 218 577,200 322 812,400 

Total 286 2,870,000 424 1,291,200 573 1,656,000 

 
 From this it can be seen that the total number of merchants, as well as the amount 
of declared capital, doubled from 1834, while the number with regard to Jews tripled.  
The amount of capital declared by Christians in 1834 was more than double the amount 
of capital declared by Jews; in 1858 the declared capital of Christians and Jews was 
almost equal.  Foreign trade through the ports of Libava and Vindava is exclusively the 
domain of Christians, with turnover in 1857 totaling 1,772,897 rubles 23 kopecks in 
silver(1).  Of this number, 5 merchant houses had trade turnover greater than 50,000 
rubles in silver(2).  All domestic trade in the cities and some foreign trade moved through 
Polangen Customs, which in 1957 totaled 327,474 rubles 82 kopecks in silver(3), is in the 
hands of Jews. 

 
(1) Information chief of Libava Customs District. 
(2) Ibid. 
(3) Information from Polangen Customs. 
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 In 1857, the merchant class consisted of 1,651 men and 1,755 women(4).  
According to audit X, in Courland cities 2,506 men and 2,311 women were registered to 
the merchant class(5). 
 Craftsmen, petty bourgeoisie and working class comprise the majority of the 
urban population.  According to census X, there were 10,222 male and 9,570 female 
members of the craftsman class(6); of this number, almost half were registered to Mitava 
and Libava.  Craftsmen are almost exclusively Germans that have obtained the right of 
local citizenship, which is grudgingly granted to other nationalities: receipt of local 
citizenship by other nationalities is impeded by various decrees; only a very small 
number of craftsmen live in the cities.  All craftsmen, while they are at shops and 
occupied in the production of handicrafts, are exempt from military conscription in kind, 
but, instead, 300 rubles in silver are collected from the city companies for each recruit.  
According to census X, there were 21,465 male and 24,969 female members of the petty 
bourgeoisie; they consisted of Germanized Latvians, Jews, Russians, and Poles, and of 
Germans not belonging to shops.  This class of the population is poor and, not finding 
sufficient work in the cities, has settled in large numbers in the uyezds, where they work 
and occupy various positions in granges, or keep taverns.  A very large number of petty 
bourgeois also live in other gubernias, especially in the city of Riga, where they work in 
factories.  The morals of this class are very decadent, as a result of the lack of security of 
its position and insufficient supervision over it.  In their education, the petty bourgeois 
are also incomparably behind the craftsmen. 
 The working class in the cities consists mainly of Latvians and a small number of 
Germans and Russians.  According to census X, they numbered 8,335 males and 9,974 
females(1).  A significant number from this class also live in other gubernias.  This class is 
poor, which is also confirmed by the significant number of their debts and arrears, which 
as of 1 January 1858 totaled 26,189 rubles in silver(2).  There were only 217 males and 
222 females in domestic service, residing mainly in the city of Mitava.  The entire 
population of Courland cities is divided into citizens who have obtained the right of local 
citizenship, and persons who have not obtained the right of local citizenship.  The right of 
local citizenship is not hereditary, but is acquired by each individual separately; this 
requires the following conditions: Russian political nationality, Christian faith, free 
condition, and immaculate behavior.  Those who receive this right give their oath to the 
title of citizen and, upon deposit to the public treasury of an established monetary 
amount, which must at any rate not exceed 30 rubles in silver, their names are entered in 
the city book.  A person who has received the right of local citizenship in one city is not 
recognized as a citizen in others unless he has obtained that right by observance of all 
established regulations.  All city residents having the right of local citizenship comprise 
the Bürgerschaft or citizenry of the city, which in all cities is divided into to corporations: 
a corporation of merchants and a corporation of artisans.  Jewish city residents make up a 
separate society from Christians.  In Libava, the corporation of merchants is called the 

 
(4) See table No. 20. 
(5) See table No. 19. 
(6) Ibid.  According to information from the statistical committee, in Courlandia in 1857 there were 4,131 
male craftsmen and 4,296 female. 
(1) See journal No. 19. 
(2) Journal of the Commission of Public Food Supply for 1857. 
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Big Guild, while the corporation of artisans is called the Small Guild; the Big Guild also 
includes artists, clock repairers, master gardeners, and barbers.  The differences between 
the big and small guilds have long consisted of the exclusive right to this or that kind of 
trade, namely: for the big guild – the right to trade in the widest sense, and for the small 
guild – the right to engage in strictly urban trades.  Currently, the right to trade is 
acquired by registration, on bases used throughout the Empire, in one of the merchants’ 
guilds, which have nothing to do with the local guilds; engaging in urban crafts is 
permitted to each resident without differentiation or limitation; therefore the names big 
and small guild, with respect to occupations, now have little particular meaning.  To join 
the corporation of merchants in the city of Mitava, a person must have the right of local 
citizenship and submit evidence that he has learned the trade from a merchant, as an 
apprentice, for not fewer than six years, or as a clerk, if he is a foreigner, for not fewer 
than four years, or if he is the son of a Mitava merchant, for not fewer than two years.  
The Bürgerschaft is given the right to call general meetings and meetings by ranks 
concerning its common affairs, to elect individuals to various city positions, and to own 
real property and land.  In addition, city companies are granted the right of patronage 
over churches in the city and of management of the property of city churches under their 
management, charitable institutions and other establishments.  Each city, like individual 
ranks and shops, is decreed to have its own public treasuries and to use its own special 
seals in its affairs.  In addition to the particular rights belonging to all city companies, the 
cities of Mitava, Libava and Goldingen are decreed to have, on the basis of Imperially 
confirmed charters, their own city guard.  In Libava this consists of the red and green 
guards(*), each having its own statutes and banner and comprising one squadron and city 
dismounted company.  The red guard consists of married men, while the green consists of 
single citizens.  The duties of the guard consist of defending the city from hostile 
attempts, for which purpose it was last mustered in 1836, and during visits by members 
of the Imperial family, to constitute an honor guard.  The city guards in Mitava and 
Goldingen are never mustered.  Other particular rights of the city companies include: the 
right of the city of Libava to receive annually a particular sum from the treasury, as 
substitution for the portion of customs income due and for maintenance of the harbor; the 
right of the city of Mitava to receive as benefits from zemstvo fees 10 kopecks each; and 
finally the right of the cities of Mitava, Libava, Goldingen, Vindava, Jacobstadt and 
Grobin to receive annually for a specified amount a specific quantity of driftwood from 
the government forests of Courland Gubernia.  Meetings of city companies in Courland 
Gubernia are only convened with permission from the Gubernia leadership, and consist 
of all local citizens without differentiation by ranks to which they belong.  The subjects 
of the meeting are: the process of established elections and in general all matters 
concerning the interests of the city companies, and matters proposed by the leadership for 
their review.  In addition to general meetings, the companies in Mitava of brewers and 
dairymen have their own separate meetings, scheduled and extraordinary.  Scheduled 
meetings occur four times a year, namely on: 2 January, 2 April, 2 July and 2 October; if 
the second of the indicated months falls on a Sunday or a holiday, the meeting is 
postponed until the following non-holiday day.  Extraordinary meetings of these 
companies are convened by their Altermänner, when a matter concerns the entire 
company and cannot be postponed and when the Altermann need more funds for 

 
(*) Formerly there was also a blue guard. 
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company matters than are available in the treasury.  All local citizens may be elect and be 
elected to positions in city company elections, with observance however of succession 
and the specific regulations established for each city.  Thus, for the city of Mitava, 
Ratsherren are elected from among Altermänner ; judicial Vögte from among Ratsherren; 
burgomasters from among judicial Vögte and Ratsherren; Altermänner from among 
starshinas [elected officials]; and starshinas from among citizens.  Magistrates, with a few 
exceptions in Pilten and Grobin, are appointed for life, and no one has the right, without 
presentation of legal grounds, to refuse an elected position.  Details concerning 
arrangements for magistrates and other city management, as well as a detailed listing of 
lands conferred on each city, will be included in the article on gubernia management and 
in the description of the cities.  Here we will only say a few words about such 
establishments that are in fact set up for the management of public affairs.  The latter is 
assigned to starshinas dumas made up of Altermänner and starshinas, the number of 
which is not the same in all places.  Thus the starshinas dumas consist of: 
 
 In Mitava, 2 Altermänner and 22 starshinas. 
 In Libava, 1 Altermann and 10 starshinas from the merchant class, and 1 
Altermann and 10 starshinas from the craftsman class. 
 In Vindava, 2 Altermänner and 10 starshinas. 
 In Goldingen, 2 Altermänner and 12 starshinas. 
 In Bauska, 2 Altermänner and 10 starshinas. 
 In Friedrichstadt, 2 Altermänner. 
 In Gazenpot, 1 Altermann, 2 starshinas and 2 elected officials. 
 In Grobin, 2 Altermänner and 4 starshinas. 
 In Pilten, 1 Altermann and 2 starshinas. 
 In Jacobstadt, 3 Altermänner. 
 In Tukkum, 1 Altermann and 4 starshinas. 
 In Mitava, Altermänner receive reimbursement for expenses connected with their 
duties; in the other cities, Altermänner and starshinas serve without compensation.  
Altermänner and starshinas are obligated to be in trust of their classes, to represent them 
at meetings, to supervise public assemblies, and to enter settled affairs into the minutes.  
The companies of brewers and dairymen in Mitava, in the merchant class, are each 
managed by a specific Altermann and 6 elected officials, elected every two years. 
 Rural residents.  The entire peasant class, with the exception of a small number of 
Livonians, Lithuanians, Belorussians and Russians, consists in Courlandia of Latvians.  
According to information from the statistical committee, the total number of peasants was 
221,406 males and 245,571 females, registered as follows: 
 
 Males Females 
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Government Estates 70,881 78,784 
Privates Estates 144,936 160,170 
Cities 323 392 
Pastorate Widme 3,769 4,444 
Judicial Widme 1,307 1,572 
Kurische Könige 190 209 

Total 221,406 245,571 
   
According to Census X, 
there were the following 
peasants: 

  

In government estates, 
including pastorate and 
judicial Widme 

75,526 86,055 

In private estates 141,132 159,423 
Kurische Könige 195 210 

Total 216,853 245,688 
 
 Decrees concerning Courland peasants are set forth in the Courland Peasant 
Provisions, published in 1817.  According to the Provisions, each peasant is granted 
personal freedom, with the right, upon the observance of contingent obligations regarding 
hereditary land holdings and established obligations regarding peasant communities to 
which they are registered, to leave one community and be registered to another, so that a 
peasant in no way belongs to an estate or to the community to which he is registered, and 
cannot be sold with it.  The special rights of Courland peasants are as follows: 
 1) The right to be judged in judicial institutions in the first instance composed of 
persons chosen from his own class, and in the second instance of persons among whom in 
each court is one juror from the peasant class, chosen by the peasants. 
 2) The right not to pay duties for stamped paper in all of his litigation and other 
affairs. 
 3) The right to pay off military conscription in kind, through deposit of the 
established monetary amount. 
 4) The right, upon observation of established terms, to register with a guild and 
move to another rank. 
 Each peasant community is granted the right to include new members, as well as 
to exclude persons who engage in misconduct, turning them over to companies of 
conscripts or arrestees,  or sending them to colonies in Siberia and other distant 
gubernias. 
 With regard to the organization of the peasant class itself, since the time of the 
abolition of serfdom, there are no important differences between government and private 
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estates.  In Courland Gubernia, as in other Ostsee gubernias, there are neither government 
nor landlord peasants in the proper sense of those words.  Members of the peasant class 
may move from private estates to government estates or vice versa, and the main 
conditions of the everyday life of the peasant, for the vast majority of which the ranks of 
workers consist (Knechte), are in general the same for both kinds of estates.  As a result, 
all conditions of the everyday life and domestic economic arrangements of peasants in 
government estates must inevitably be reflected, to a greater or lesser degree, in the 
everyday life and domestic economic arrangements of peasants in private estates.  The 
improvement of the everyday lives of peasants in government estates was to have led to 
the improvement of the lives of other peasants.  This influence should have been more 
significant the greater the share of real property belonging to the government.  Thus in 
Courland Gubernia, where the government owns 1/3 of the real property, it has from 
ancient times been more satisfactory to be a peasant than in Lifland Gubernia, while in 
the latter it is more satisfactory than in Estland Gubernia, in which the government owns 
only 20,600 desyatinas of land(*).  The same thing is noted in individual uyezds.  The 
largest number of government estates is found in Doblen Uyezd, in which the prosperity 
of the peasants is also much higher than in the other uyezds.  In Illukst Uyezd, the 
government owns the most insignificant amount of land, and the daily life of a peasant 
there, compared with the other uyezds, is at the lowest level.  In addition to the indicated 
cause, two circumstances have in particular promoted the improvement of the prosperity 
of Courland peasants, namely: the elimination of serfdom in 1817, and the shift of 
peasants from a corvee-quit-rent work footing to a cash-quit-rent work footing, beginning 
in 1840, based on a proposal by then marshal of the nobility Baron Hahn.  By 1 January 
1856, cash-quit-rent work relations were instituted in 11,311 homesteads on private 
estates and 5,255 on government estates, a total of 16,566 homesteads(1), of which, in 
comparison with others, the fewest were located in Illukst and Friedrichstadt uyezds.  In 
these uyezds, too, the daily lives of peasants are less satisfactory.  The peasant class itself 
is divided at the present into two different classes: the class of proprietors or tenants 
(Wirthe, Pächter) and the class of workers (Knechte).  The first class includes peasants 
who hold peasant homesteads (Gesinde) under tenant rights, and for this work off a set 
cash or corvee amount.  The prosperity of this class is more than satisfactory, and with 
each year grows more quickly, which is confirmed on the one hand by the large amounts 
received in the treasury during the last conscription levies for those peasants who, by lot,  
were called up and who paid their way out of the call-up, and on the other hand by the 
large deposits received annually in Mitava and Libava savings banks and belonging, for 
the most part, to the peasant class(2).  The class of tenants comprises a sort of aristocracy 
with regard to the many, four or five times as many, in the class of workers, who have no 

 
(*) The area of Courland Gubernia, in our calculation, equals 2,458,395 desyatinas.  Lifland Gubernia 
comprises 3,898,000 desyatinas, while Estland Gubernia totals 2,058,084 (see Schtukenberg, Description of 
Ostsee Gubernias, pages 3 and 19).  Of this number, the government owns: in Courland Gubernia, 718,000 
desyatinas, in Lifland Gubernia, 769,000 desyatinas, and in Estland Gubernia, 20,600 desyatinas. (From the 
notes of the former Courland Civil Governor, Mr. Valuyev, “General Overview of Significant Government 
Estates, By Area and Population, in Ostsee Region.”)  Consequently, the government owns 1/3 of the total 
area of Courland Gubernia, 1/3 in Lifland Gubernia, and 1/100th in Estland Gubernia. 
(1) Report from Courland Civil Governor for 1855. 
(2) As of 1 January 1858, the deposits totaled: in Mitava Savings Bank, 155,646 rubles 9 kopecks; in Libava 
Savings Bank, 801,059 rubles 13 kopecks.  (Report of Courland Civil Governor for 1857.) 
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land at all and hire out to granges and peasant landlords for a set payment per year.  
Although it has recently been greatly increased, especially in the suburbs of Mitava and 
in western Courlandia, nevertheless the class of workers who have no property and are in 
total dependence on landlords and tenant peasants, is extremely poor and lives several 
families, including wives and children, to one stifling room.  The differences between 
both classes of the peasant population extend to the level that even marriages take place 
in each separately.  Tenant peasants consider it degrading to marry the daughter of a 
worker.  In particular, these two classes are becoming more separated in their money and 
quit-rent work relations.  With regard to the daily life and prosperity of Courland 
peasants, it should also be noted that they are in much more satisfactory conditions in 
estates owned by the nobility (Ritterschaftsgüter), and next in government estates, in 
which peasants pay comparatively less quit-rent for the use of land than in private estates, 
where the prosperity of the peasants is less satisfactory.  In western Courlandia, it costs 
more than in upper Courlandia, and in Illukst Uyezd peasants are even very poor, which 
can be seen from the significant amount of debts and arrears constantly attached to 
peasant communities in Illukst Uyezd.  According to the journal of the national food 
supply commission for 1857, in various communities in Courland Gubernia there were 
various government debts and arrears totaling 330,686 rubles in silver, of which almost 
half, i.e. 154,531 rubles, were due from Illukst Uyezd.  For all peasants, both in 
government and in private estates, in the entire gubernia, debts and arrears totaled 
159,430 rubles, of which 132,948 was due from peasants in Illukst Uyezd alone.  This 
fact better than anything else affirms all that has been said about the condition of the 
peasants in Illukst Uyezd.  An absolutely distinctive class among Courland peasants are 
the Kurische Könige, who exercise even today rights of the nobility consisting in 
hereditary possession of lands under ownership rights, and in free hunting on equal terms 
with the Courland nobility.  Moreover, until 1854, they were not assessed any taxes or 
compulsory services and were exempt from conscription levies(*).  The origin of these 
enormous rights is not revealed by history, but it can be guessed that they had their 
beginning in the affirmation in the region of sword-bearers as a result of services 
rendered to the Order.  The tradition, which is still maintained among the Kurische 
Könige today, to the effect that their ancestors once held sway over Courlandia, is not 
confirmed by any facts.  The name Kurische Könige is first encountered in a charter 
given by Plettenberg in 1320 to one Andrey Penneke, where the latter is called by that 
title.  Subsequently they were simply called Könige and even free peasants (Freibauern), 
as distinct from other peasants, former serfs.  Now they are once again called by their 
ancient name.  According to the latest census, there were 195 males and 210 females in 
this class, living in seven small villages in Goldingen Uyezd: Kurischkönigsdorf 
(Kohninu Leems in Latvian), Plikkendorf (Plikku Leems), Semeln (Seemulu Leems), 
Kallejendorf (Kalleju Leems), Sausgallen, Draggun and Wesalgen (Weesalgu Leems).  
From an administrative standpoint, they are subject only to the Goldingen 
Oberhauptmann, to whom they are bound for several very insignificant obligations.  Each 
of the villages is managed by a starshina (Vorsteher) elected from amongst the Kurische 
Könige themselves.  In the parish church even now one can see their crest, representing 

 
(*) A decree of the governing senate dated 22 June 1954, NO. 32,537, confirming the ancient privileges of 
the Kurische Könige with regard to tax-free ownership of land, subjects them to capitation tax, military 
conscription and zemstvo obligations. 
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the Courland king on a horse, with a feather in his hat, and a sword on his thigh, and two 
pistols in his saddle, and a banner flying.  On the crest is the inscription: “crest of the 
kings of Courlandia” and the year 1664.  A similar portrait of the Courland kings on 
horseback, hunting for hares and wolves, can be found on the bell of the parish church.  
Kurische Könige of Latvian origin speak broken Latvian and are distinct from other 
Latvians by their height, broad shoulders and light brown hair.  It is remarkable that, 
while enjoying immense privileges, they have lagged far behind neighboring peasants in 
intellectual matters and are for the most part completely illiterate.  Nevertheless, in 
relations with other Latvians they are very proud and arrogant and marry only amongst 
themselves.  Not having borne obligations prior to 1854, and owning land by inheritance, 
they are better off than the neighboring peasants, but stick to hot drinks to a great degree.  
More detailed information about them is contained in the collection of ancient letters of 
Rekka, located in the Mitava museum, in Brottsov’s composition “Sylloge diplomatum 
Livoniam illustratium,” and in Kruze’s article in the Mitava calendar of 1828. 
 Military Ranks.  In Courland Gubernia there are permanent headquarters of three 
regiments of the 1st Infantry Division, namely: the Sofia, the Narva and the Koporye(1), 
the regimental headquarters of which are located in the cities of Mitava, Goldingen and 
Libava.  In all three regiments, as of 1 January 1858, the rolls listed 310 staff officers and 
Oberoffizieren and 8,504 lower ranks.  In addition, in the city of Friedrichstadt was one 
light horse battery of the 1st Horse Artillery Brigade.  The following garrison troops are 
located in the gubernia: the Mitava Battalion of internal guard in the city of Mitava, and 
its subordinate commands: the Mitava Invalid Command in the city of Mitava; the Libava 
Invalid Command in the city of Libava; the Vindava Invalid Command in the city of 
Vindava; the Goldingen Invalid Command in the city of Goldingen; the Tukkum Invalid 
Command in the city of Tukkum; the Jacobstadt Invalid Command in the city of 
Jacobstadt, and the Illukst Staging Command in the village of Illukst.  Detachments of 
these commands are located: from the Mitava Command, in the city of Bauska; from the 
Libava Command, in the city of Grobin and the village of Polangen; and from the 
Jacobstadt Command, in the city of Friedrichstadt.  In all of these units, there is a corps of 
internal guards consisting of 30 staff officers and Oberoffizieren and 1,993 lower ranks.  
In the cities, troops are housed in barracks rented from the cities; in the uyezds they are 
housed in peasant households, at a calculation such that each company command has 
300-400 households registered.  As for irregular troops, in the village of Illukst there is a 
special Cossack command of 53 men, to assist the zemstvo police in pursuing vagrants 
and thieves, of which in that uyezd, wedged between Kovno, Vilensk and Vitebsk 
gubernias, there is a very large number.  In 1857, 2,457 men(2) were placed on indefinite 
leave in the gubernia, distributed as follows: 
 
 In the city of Mitava   181 
 In the city of Bauska   17 
 In the city of Tukkum   5 
 In the city of Pilten   1 
 In the city of Vindava   18 

 
(1) The division headquarters is also located in the city of Mitava; the 4th regiment of this division and 
associated rifle battalion are located in the city of Riga. 
(2) Report of Courland Civil Governor for 1857. 
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 In the city of Goldingen  37 
 In the city of Gazenpot  5 
 In the city of Grobin   3 
 In the city of Libava   32 
 In the city of Friedrichstadt  11 
 In the city of Jacobstadt  49 
      359 
 
 In the uyezds: Doblen   146 
   Bauska   422 
   Tukkum  107 
   Talsen   75 
   Goldingen  142 
   Vindava  54 
   Gazenpot  96 
   Grobin   324 
   Friedrichstadt  152 
   Illukst   580 
      2,098 
 Of the total number of those placed on indefinite leave, the following is the 
distribution of occupations: agriculture – 871 men, various crafts – 196, trade – 17, in 
government positions – 51, in private positions – 78, subsisting on day labor – 1,219, and 
finally 25 were unable to choose specific work and remained unsettled.  According to all 
reports from local officials, those on indefinite leave behave well and the general opinion 
of them is very good, despite the little assistance provided them by the landlords in 
establishing their day-to-day lives.  In addition to those on indefinite leave, in 1857 there 
were 1,473 lower ranks on short-term leave and 306 lower ranks dismissed for restoration 
of their health.  In 1857 there were 914 retired lower ranks, 2,301 soldiers’ wives and 
widows, 922 soldiers’ sons dismissed from military service, and 1,005 soldiers’ 
daughters.  The latter two indicators are taken from information from the last census; the 
rest is from reports of the Courland civil governor and the statistical committee. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENTS BY RELIGIONS 
According to information from the statistical committee, the population of Courland 
Gubernia in 1857 was distributed by religions as follows: 
 
 Males Females Total 
Orthodox 9,705 4,065 13,770 
Co-religionists 43 30 73 
Schismatics 1,799 1,957 3,756 
Roman Catholics 27,155 28,547 55,702 
Evangelical Lutherans 220,844 238,960 459,804 
Evangelical Reformers 141 198 339 
Jewish 12,215 13,344 25,559 

Total 271,902 287,101 559,003 
 



 51 

 If the total number of residents is taken as 100, then there would be: 2.46 
Orthodox, 0.01 Co-religionists, 0.67 Schismatics, 9.96 Roman Catholics, 82.27 
Evangelical Lutherans, 0.06 Evangelical Reformers, and 4.57 Jews. 
 Information received from ecclesiastical administration authorities differs 
somewhat from that shown above; thus the Orthodox Ecclesiastical Consistory of Riga 
counts in the gubernia a total of only 10,923 Orthodox of both sexes.  Such a difference is 
due to that fact that the number includes only those persons who reside permanently in 
the parishes, not including temporarily resident troops. 
 According to information obtained from the Courland and Semigallian deacons 
and from the Polangen parish, in 1857 the following numbers of Catholics were counted: 
in the Courland deaconate, 18,197; in the Semigallian deaconate, 35,079; and in the 
Polangen parish, 1,273, totaling 54,549 persons of both sexes, which is very close to the 
information from the statistical committee, and the insignificant difference, most likely, is 
due to the same causes, i.e. the fact that the first indicators do not include temporarily 
resident troops. 
 With regard to Jews, the information from the statistical committee also does not 
agree with indicators from the last census, according to which they numbered 27,927 
persons of both sexes.  The latter number, it seems to us, is closer to the truth.  The 
distribution of various faiths by locations is seen in table No. 22.  However, with regard 
to persons of Orthodox faith permanently residing in the gubernia, the information from 
the Riga Ecclesiastical Consistory is more reliable.  According to the Consistory, the 
following are the numbers of Orthodox believers: 
 
 Males  Females Total 
In the city of Mitava and Doblen Uyezd 1,437 515 1,952 
In the city of Bauska 39 21 60 
In the city of Libava 271 115 386 
In Grobin Uyezd 263 62 325 
In the city of Vindava 149 50 199 
In Vindava Uyezd 123 60 183 
In the city of Goldingen 167 36 203 
In Goldingen Uyezd 12 10 22 
In the city of Gazenpot 97 20 117 
In Gazenpot Uyezd 6 12 18 
In the city of Tukkum 117 34 151 
In Tukkum Uyezd 21 12 33 
In Talsen Uyezd 41 26 67 
In the city of Friedrichstadt 52 40 92 
In Friedrichstadt Uyezd (including 
Jacobstadt) 

606 518 1,124 

In Illukst Uyezd 3,030 2,961 5,991 
 6,431 4,492 10,923 
 
 From this we can see that in Illukst Uyezd there is the largest number of 
Orthodox, which, according to the figure, total more than half of the entire permanent 
Orthodox population in Courland Gubernia; a significant number of them are located in: 
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the city of Mitava, Friedrichstadt Uyezd, Libava and Grobin Uyezd; in other locations the 
number of Orthodox is insignificant.  The Orthodox religion in Courlandia has 15 
parishes, in the charge of the Riga Diocese; in all the parishes there are 15 parish 
churches, including 2 monastery churches, 4 assigned churches without any specific 
ministers, 1 monastery house, and 2 monasteries.  Of the 15 parish churches: 5 are stone, 
5 are wooden, and 5 are located in rented houses; of the 4 assigned churches: 2 are stone, 
1 is wooden, and 1 is located in a rented house.  The monasteries are located: 1 in Illukst, 
the Illukst Nativity of the Mother of God, third-class, and 1 in Jacobstadt, the Jacobstadt 
non-state-supported monastery, assigned to Illukst Monastery(1). 
 There are only 73 Co-religionists of both sexes in Courlandia, living in the village 
of Illukst, where they make up a separate parish, the Illukst Co-religionist Sretensk 
parish; this parish contains the Sretensk Co-religionist parish church, temporarily located 
in a purchased wooden house. 
 Courland schismatics belong to a priest-less sect of the Theodosiev faction and 
total 3,756 persons of both sexes, of which 4/5 live in Illukst Uyezd, with the remaining 
living in the cities of Mitava, Jacobstadt, Bauska, and a small number living in 
Friedrichstadt Uyezd(2).  The number of schismatics assigned, according to Census IX, to 
various Courland cities and rural communities is much greater than the number actually 
present and totals approximately 8,000 persons(3) of both sexes.  Many of them have 
permanent residence in other gubernias, with expired registration documents or even no 
documents at all, trying if possible to register, under false names, with customs sector 
companies.  Thus, following the establishment of stricter regulations regarding 
registration documents for schismatics, many of them have moved, according to like-
minded people who have remained in Courlandia, to southern Russia, where life is 
supposedly easier and better for them.  In one of the rural communities in Illukst Uyezd, 
where according to Census IX there were registered 555 schismatics of both sexes, in 
1854 there was no longer a single schismatic(1).   
 Roman Catholics in the gubernia total 55,702 persons of both sexes, of which 2/5 
live in Illukst Uyezd, where they comprise a majority of the population; a significant 
number of them are found in Gazenpot, Bauska, Friedrichstadt and Grobin uyezds, as 
well as in the cities of: Mitava, Libava, Vindava, Goldingen, Jacobstadt and Polangen.  In 
addition to Poles and Lithuanians residing in the gubernia, Roman Catholics here also 
include a significant number of Latvian-speaking Latvians, as well as Germans, the 
majority from the lower classes, and only 5 families from the Courland nobility(2).  
Catholics have 18 parishes in the gubernia, of which 17 are administered by the Courland 
and Semigallian deacons, residing in the city of Goldingen and in Illukst, while 1 parish, 
Polangen, is run by the Skudy deacon.  They are all under the Samogitia bishop.  In all of 
the parishes there are: 13 stone and 5 wooden parish churches, 1 stone and 4 wooden 
affiliated churches, 4 stone and 7 wooden chapels, 2 stone and 6 wooden houses of 
prayer(3). 

 
(1) This information was provided by the Riga Ecclesiastical Consistory. 
(2) See table No. 22. 
(3) From report of Courland Civil Governor for 1855. 
(1) Report of Courland Civil Governor for 1855. 
(2) Binenstamm, page 42. 
(3) From information provided by Courland, Semigallian and Skudy deacons. 
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 The Evangelical Lutheran faith is the most widespread in Courland Gubernia and 
is administered by the Courland Consistory and general superintendent.  It is adhered to 
by, with some few exceptions, Germans, Latvians and Livonians, totaling 459,804 
persons of both sexes.  Lutherans here have 98 parishes(4), with 129 stone and 22 wooden 
churches(5), of which 98 are parish churches and 53 are affiliated churches. 
 The Evangelical Reform faith consists of only one parish, with a stone church in 
the city of Mitava.  Of the 339 persons belonging to it, the largest number live in the city 
of Mitava, namely 293; the rest are scattered in various places in the gubernia.  All 
reformers are without exception Germans. 
 There are 25,559(1) persons of both sexes of the Jewish faith in Courlandia, of 
which 18,384 (i.e., approximately three quarters) live in the cities, with the rest scattered 
in the uyezds, mainly in Illukst and Talsen uyezds, in small villages: Kandau, Zabeln, 
Talsen, Illukst, Alt-Subbat and Neu-Subbat.  It is noteworthy that in Doblen, Vindava and 
Grobin uyezds, not including the cities, there are absolutely no Jews.  In the entire 
gubernia, there are 26 synagogues, of which 11 are stone, and 20 prayer schools, of 
which 4 are stone(2). 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENTS BY RACES 
 
 The ethnographic map of Academician Keppen, published in 1852, shows the 
following minorities in Courlandia: 
 
  Livonians   2,052 
  Lithuanians   7,434 
  Latvians   401,939 
  Germans   38,593 
  Swedes   7 
  Poles    12,888 
  Jews    23,486 
  Gypsies   60_____ 
      486,459 
 
 As this information is based on indicators from the 8th census of 1834, according 
to which the population of Courland Gubernia was 498,325 persons of both sexes, while 
the latest census totals 555,769, at present these ratios must be significantly different. 
 According to our calculation, based on approximate data, the numbers of various 
races is as follows: 
 
  Livonians   2,052 
  Russians   14,682 
  Belorussians   700 

 
(4) Figure from Consistory. 
(5) From information from the gubernia statistical committee. 
(1) According to the latest census, there are 27,927 Jews of both sexes in Courlandia, as has been said 
before. 
(2) From information from the gubernia statistical committee. 
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  Jews    27,927 
  Gypsies   123 
  Poles    12,888 
  Lithuanians   7,434 
  Latvians   434,264 
  Germans   40,593__ 
      540,663 
 
 This number does not include military ranks, and the indicators for Livonians, 
Poles and Lithuanians is left as it is according to Keppen; information on Russians is 
based on indicators from the Riga Ecclesiastical Consistory on the number of Orthodox 
permanently residing in the gubernia, and on indicators from the Courland civil governor 
in the annual report on the number of schismatics(1); information on Belorussians is taken 
from the paper by Binenstamm(2).  Jews are shown according to the census; Gypsies on 
the basis of data from the gubernia statistical committee.  Indicators on Latvians and 
Germans are based on approximate calculations.  If the total number of residents, 
excluding military ranks, is taken as 100, then: 80.32% are Latvians, 1.37% are 
Lithuanians, 2.38% are Poles, 0.38% are Livonians, 0.13% are Belorussians, 2.71% are 
Russians, 7.51% are Germans, 5.17% are Jews, and 0.02% are Gypsies. 
 On the basis of approximate data, the indicated nationalities are distributed in the 
uyezds, including the population of the cities, as follows: 
 
 

Latvians 

Lithuanians 

Poles 

Livonians 

B
elorussians 

R
ussians 

G
erm

ans 

Jew
s 

G
ypsies 

Total, 
excluding 

m
ilitary ranks 

Doblen 66,173 554 2,081 - - 2,272 13,203 4,846 - 89,129 
Bauska 43,492 100 1,204 - - 131 945 1,854 - 47,726 
Friedrichstadt 45,666 211 1,898 - - 1,576 2,977 4,145 - 56,473 
Illukst 22,998 5,023 3,828 - 700 8,996 6,127 3,042 6 50,720 
Tukkum 44,048 20 202 - - 187 884 2,005 100 47,446 
Talsen 46,122 1 434 - - 67 670 2,611 - 49,905 
Goldingen 46,903 2 842 - - 225 3,572 2,069 14 53,627 
Vindava 38,413 - 543 2,052 - 382 3,286 1,619 3 46,298 
Gazenpot 43,324 13 832 - - 135 2,348 3,074 - 49,726 
Grobin 37,125 1,510 1,024 - - 711 6,581 2,662 - 49,613 

Total 434,264 7,434 12,888 2,052 700 14,682 40,593 27,927 123 540,663 
 

MOVEMENT OF POPULATION 
 
 Materials used in compiling this chapter were: a) censuses conducted in Courland 
Gubernia in 1801, 1834, 1850 and 1858 and b) annual number of births and deaths based 
on information from the gubernia statistical committee, governors’ reports on all subjects 

 
(1) The number of Orthodox is 10,923, and the number of schismatics is 3,756. 
(2) Binenstamm, page 39. 
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of the gubernia, and indicators from the Evangelical Lutheran Consistory and Roman 
Catholic clergy. 
 According to censuses in Courland Gubernia, there were the following numbers 
of tax-paying classes(*): 
 
 Males Females Total Number 
In 1801 207,078 200,192 407,270 
In 1834 242,087 256,238 498,325 
In 1850 251,656 278,915 530,571 
In 1858 261,047 294,722 555,769 
The increase in population was: 
 Males Females Total Number 
In the 33 years from 
1801 through 1834 

 
35,009 

 
56,046 

 
91,055 

In the 16 years from 
1834 through 1850 

 
9,569 

 
22,677 

 
32,246 

In the 8 years from 
1850 through 1858 

 
9,391 

 
15,807 

 
25,198 

In the 57 years from 
1801 through 1858 

 
53,969 

 
94,530 

 
148,499 

 
 In the first period the total increase is 22.35%, and for each sex separately: for 
males, 16.90%, and for females, 27.99%.  The average yearly increase over the 33 years 
for the entire population is 0.67%, for males, 0.51%, and for females, 0.85%. 
 In the second period the total increase is 6.69%, 3.95% for males, and 8.85% for 
females.  The yearly increase in this period for the total population is 0.41%, 0.25% for 
males, and 0.55% for females. 
 In the third period, the total increase is 4.75%, 3.33% for males, 5.63% for 
females.  The average annual increase for the total population is 0.59%, for males, 0.42%, 
and for females, 0.70%. 
 Over the course of 57 years, the total increase was 36.46%, 26.06% for males, and 
47.22% for females.  The average annual increase for the entire population was 0.64%, 
for males, 0.46%, and 0.83% for females.  Consequently, a period of doubling of the total 
amount of the population would be 156 years.  From these conclusions we see that the 
increase in population in various periods is unequal: it is noteworthy that the smallest 
increase was in the second period, from 1834 through 1850, when Courlandia was in a 
state of absolute peace; it is greater in the last period, when Courlandia was threatened 
with invasion by an enemy; and even greater in the first period, despite intensified 
conscription levies necessitated by wars at the beginning of the current century and the 
Polish Revolution, as well as the fact that Courlandia itself was a theater of war.  The 
number of women in the first period is less than the number of men; in all other periods it 
is significantly greater and grows almost two times faster, such that the annual proportion 
of women in the total mass of the population is increasing.  In 1801 women comprised 
49.18% of the total population; in 1834 they totaled 51.42%, and in 1858 53.30% - 

 
(*) Information for 1801 is taken from statistics for Courland Gubernia of Derschau and Kaiserling, based 
on official sources.  For the other years, information is taken from the files of the government treasury. 
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therefore, in 57 years, the proportion of women in the mass of the population increased 
by 4.12%, which equals an average number for one year of 0.072%. 
 The increase in population differs not only in various periods of time, but also in 
various locales and in various classes.  The cities are more subject to faster changes in 
population numbers, due not so much to the ratio of the numbers of births to the numbers 
of deaths as to migration.  In the following table we present the increase of population in 
the cities: for 1801 the information is taken from the work of Derschau and Kaiserling, 
while for 1858 we have borrowed not from census rolls, which indicate registered 
population in the cities, differing significantly from real figures(*), but from journals of 
the gubernia statistical committee. 
 
 In 1801 In 

1857 
Increase over 57 

years 
Average annual 

percentage 
Mitava 9,395 persons of 

both sexes 
22,479 13,084 2.44% 

Bauska 935 2,145 1,210 2.27% 
Friedrichstadt 372 3,004 2,632 12.41% 
Jacobstadt 1,448 3,332 1,884 2.28% 
Tukkum 1,221 3,032 1,811 2.60% 
Goldingen 1,276 5,085 3,809 5.24% 
Pilten 335 1,113 778 4.07% 
Vindava 1,169 4,434 3,265 5.05% 
Gazenpot 1,015 4,700 3,685 6.37% 
Grobin 571 1,442 871 2.68% 
Libava 4,506 9,781 5,275 2.05% 

Total 22,243 60,547 38,304 3.02% 
 
 From these conclusions we see that the greatest increase was in Friedrichstadt, 
where the number of residents over 57 years increased eightfold.  This can be explained 
by the fact that Friedrichstadt, at the end of the last century, was ravaged twice by floods 
of the River Dvina, forcing a significant portion of its residents to leave the city, to which 
they subsequently returned.  In Gazenpot, Goldingen and Vindava, the population at the 
same time quadrupled, in Pilten it tripled, and in the other cities it more than doubled.  In 
general, the population residing in the cities almost tripled over 57 years.  In the uyezds, 
the increase in population proceeds more steadily and more closely approximates the 
general conclusions we have reached(*). 
 

Oberhauptmann 
Sections 

1834 
VIII Census 

1858 
X Census 

Increase over 
24 years 

Average annual 
percentage 

Mitava 100,037 of 
both sexes 

114,728 14,691 0.61% 

Zelburg 80,571 85,943 5,376 0.27% 
Tukkum 86,387 94,526 8,139 0.39% 
Goldingen 71,463 83,094 11,631 0.62% 

 
(*) See tables No. 19 and 20. 
(*) Information for 1834 obtained from government treasury. 
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Gazenpot 80,029 86,242 6,213 0.32% 
Total 418,487 464,533 46,046 0.45% 

 
 The largest increase in population was in the Goldingen and Mitava 
Oberhauptmann sections; the smallest was in Zelburg. 
 The following table shows the increase in population by classes: 
 
 1834 

VIII Census 
1858 

X Census 
Increase Average annual 

percentage 
Merchants 1,888 4,817 + 2,929 + 7.29% 
Petty bourgeois and 
craftsmen 

58,448 66,726 + 8,278 + 0.59% 

Working class in cities 21,139 18,306 - 2,833 - 0.64% 
Peasants on government 
estates 

138,921 161,581 + 22,660 + 0.71% 

Peasants on private estates 277,531 300,555 + 23,024 + 0.35% 
 
 At the same time as the merchant class over 24 years increased by 2 ½ times, the 
working class in the cities significantly decreased.  It is also noticeable that the increase 
in the peasants on government estates was twice as fast as on private estates, which 
should be ascribed to the greater prosperity of the former. 
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The number of Jews was: 
 

In 1834 1858 Increase Average annual 
percentage 

22,215 27,927 5,712 1.15% 
  

A comparison of these conclusions with the previous shows that the increase of 
Jews is proceeding more than twice as fast as that of the entire Christian population.  In 
1834 Jews totaled 4.45% of the total population, while in 1858 they were already 5.02%. 

The increase of the total mass of the population in Courlandia depends mainly on 
a surplus of the number of births over the number of deaths. 

The following table shows the ratio of births to the total number of the 
population(1): 
 
 Total number of 

residents 
Total number of 

births 
 

In 1854 551,978 20,288 1 birth per 27 persons 
In 1855 556,354 18,848 1 birth per 29 persons 
In 1856 548,695 18,541 1 birth per 29 persons 
In 1857 559,003 19,846 1 birth per 28 persons 
  Average 1 birth per 28 persons 
In 1857 there were(2): 
In cities 62,049 1,939 1 birth per 32 persons 
In uyezds:    
Doblen 72,706 2,634 1 birth per 28 persons 
Bauska 46,645 1,730 1 birth per 27 persons 
Friedrichstadt 49,156 1,664 1 birth per 29 persons 
Illukst 56,861 2,098 1 birth per 27 persons 
Tukkum 44,991 1,411 1 birth per 32 persons 
Talsen 50,145 1,766 1 birth per 28 persons 
Goldingen 45,565 1,943 1 birth per 23 persons 
Vindava 39,572 1,299 1 birth per 30 persons 
Gazenpot 47,182 1,771 1 birth per 26 persons 
Grobin 40,131 1,605 1 birth per 25 persons 
Total in uyezds  

492,954 
 

17,921 
 

1 birth per 28 persons 
 
In 1857 in Courland Gubernia(3) there were: 
    
 Population Number of Births  
Orthodox 13,770 of both sexes 555 1 birth per 25 persons 
Schismatic 3,756 85 1 birth per 46 persons 
Rom. Catholic 55,602 1,961 1 birth per 28 persons 

 
(1) Gubernia statistical committee (table No. 23). 
(2) Ibid. 
(3) Ibid. 
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Protestant 459,804 16,207 1 birth per 28 persons 
Jewish 25,559 1,038 1 birth per 24 persons 
    
The conclusion for schismatics is doubtful because it is difficult for the authorities to 
obtain from them the real number of births, which they ordinarily conceal.  The total 
number of births in recent years was(1): 
    
 Boys Girls Ratio of Boys to Girls 
In 1854 10,473 9,815 106.6:100 
In 1855 9,732 9,116 106.7:100 
In 1856 9,569 8,972 106.7:100 
In 1857 10,352 9,494 109:100 
Total for 4 
years 

 
40,126 

 
37,397 

 
107.3:100 

 
 From information obtained from the Courland Evangelical Lutheran Consistory 
on the number of births in the Lutheran faith over the 57 years from 1800 through 1857, 
it can be seen that during this time 445,666 boys and 423,022 girls(2) were born; that is, 
103.3 boys for every 100 girls. 
 In various religions, the ratios of newborn boys to girls over the four years from 
1854 through 1857 were(3): 
 
 Orthodox    107.3:100 
 Roman Catholic   112.7:100 
 Lutheran    106.3:100 
 Jewish     120.9:100. 
 
 During the same time, the ratios of newborn boys to girls is expressed: 
 In the cities, as: 111.8:100 
 In the uyezds, as: 106.8:100. 
 
 In journal No. 25 we see that from 1843 through 1857, the number of illegitimate 
births was 8,990; and as during that same time the number of all births was 289,356 
(journal No. 24), the number of illegitimate births in relation to the total number of births 
is 1:32.2.  For various locales this ratio, calculated over four years, i.e. from 1854 through 
1857, is expressed as follows(*): 

 
(1) Gubernia statistical  committee. 
(2) See table No. 26. 
(3) According to information from the gubernia statistical committee, from 1854 through 1857 the following 
were born: in the cities: 4,100 boys and 3,665 girls; in the uyezds, 36,0?6 boys and 33,732 girls [figure for 
boys is partly illegible]. 
(*) Gubernia statistical committee. 
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In cities: Total number of 

births over 4 years 
Number of illegitimate 

births over 4 years 
Ratio of illegitimate births 
to total number of births 

Mitava 2,648 270 1:9.6 
Bauska 475 16 1:29.7 
Friedrichstadt 613 33 1:18.6 
Jacobstadt 623 66 1:9.4 
Tukkum 436 21 1:20.8 
Gazenpot 345 17 1:20.3 
Vindava 447 30 1:34.3 
Polangen 206 6 1:34.3 
Goldingen 779 53 1:14.7 
Grobin 245 6 1:40.8 
Libava 1,044 92 1:11.3 
    

In uyezds:    
Doblen 10,080 291 1:34.6 
Bauska 6,632 172 1:38.5 
Friedrichstadt 6,651 173 1:38.4 
Illukst 6,185 318 1:19.1 
Tukkum 5,740 161 1:35.6 
Talsen 7,381 268 1:27.4 
Goldingen 7,954 362 1:21.9 
Vindava 5,388 253 1:21.3 
Gazenpot 7,301 310 1:23.5 
Grobin 6,165 301 1:20.4 
 
 From this we can see: 1) that the number of illegitimate births, in relation to the 
total number of births, is twice as large in the cities as it is in the uyezds; 2) that in the 
cities with greater populations: in Mitava, Goldingen and Jacobstadt, or in coastal cities 
such as: Libava and Vindava, the relative number of illegitimate births is larger than in 
the smaller cities in the interior of the region; 3) that in the western uyezds the number of 
illegitimate births is larger than in the eastern uyezds, with the exception of Illukst, which 
exceeds all other uyezds in this regard, most likely because in Illukst there is a large 
number of schismatics whose children are registered as illegitimate.  In 1857 the ratio of 
the number of illegitimate births to the total number of births, by religion, is expressed by 
the following figures: 
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 Total number of 

births 
Number of 

illegitimate births 
Ratio of number of 
illegitimate births to 

total number of 
births 

Orthodox 555 56 1:9.9 
Roman Catholic 1,961 67 1:29.1 
Lutheran 16,207 680 1:23.8 
Jewish 1,038 15 1:69.2 
 
The largest number of illegitimate births in relation to the total number of births was in 
the Orthodox population, and the smallest number was in the Jewish population.  From 
journal No. 25 we see that from 1843 through 1857 in Courland Gubernia there were 
2,925 twin births and 45 triplet births.  Comparing this figure with the total number of 
births for that period of time, which was, as has already been stated, 289,356, we obtain a 
figure of one twin birth for every 98.8 births, and one triplet birth for every 6,430 births.  
The number of stillbirths from 1854 through 1857, over four years, was 1,675, with a 
total number of 77,523 births, meaning one stillbirth for every 46.3 births.  The number 
of foundlings, according to reports from the Courland civil governor, from 1843 through 
1855, over 13 years, was 112, with the average number for one year totaling 9. 
 
 The following table(*) shows the number of marriages concluded in Courland 
Gubernia in recent years and the ratio to the total number of residents: 
 
 Marriages 

conducted 
To total number of 

residents 
To total number of 

births 
In 1854 4,330 1:127 21:100 
In 1855 4,049 1:137 21:100 
In 1856 4,198 1:130 22:100 
In 1857 5,028 1:111 22:100 

Average over 4 years 1:126 22:100 
 
 Of this number, in 1857 there were: 
 
  Ratio of number of 

marriages to city and rural 
population 

In cities 621 1:97 
In uyezds 4,407 1:113 
 
 Such a large number of marriages in the cities should be ascribed to the fact that 
in several locales rural parishes have their own churches in the cities.  If we compare over 
a large period of time, the ratio of marriages to the total number of residents will be even 
more advantageous.  From 1843 through 1857 (journal No. 27), 73,742 marriages were 

 
(*) From gubernia statistical committee. 
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conducted in Courland Gubernia.  Taking the average population for that period, we 
obtain one marriage per 108 persons. 
 From the 17,605 marriages(*) conducted during the four years from 1854 through 
1857, numbers for those between persons of differing faiths are: 
 
 Ratio to corresponding population average  
Orthodox 242 1:104 Orthodox and others 240 
Roman Catholic 1,373 1:144 
Protestant 14,896 1:123 
Jewish 854 1:111 
 
 If the total number of marriages from 1854 through 1857 is taken as 100, then 
marriages of Orthodox persons with other faiths total 1.4%, marriages of Roman 
Catholics total 7.8%, marriages of Protestants total 84.6%, and marriages of Jews total 
4.8%. 
 From 1854 through 1856, 12,577 marriages were conducted in Courland 
Gubernia, of which: 
 

Single men with single women   8,558 
Single men with widows    1,025 
Widowers with single women    2,277 
Widowers with widows    717 

 
 If the total number of these marriages is taken as 100, the following figures are 
obtained for marriages: 
 

Single men with single women   68 
Single men with widows    8.2 
Widowers with single women    18.1 
Widowers with widows    5.7. 
 

 
 From journal No. 26 we see that from 1800 through 1857, among marriages in the 
Evangelical Lutheran faith, there were 3,258 divorces, totaling an average of 56 divorces 
per year, a ratio to the total number of marriages during that period (226,397) of 1:69.5. 
 The number of deaths and the ratio of this figure to the total number of the 
population, in recent years, can be seen from the following: 

 
(*) Table No. 28. 



 63 

 
 Number of deaths Ratio to Population 
1854 13,709 1 in 40 
1855 17,051 1 in 32 
1856 14,392 1 in 38 
1857 15,349 1 in 36 
 Average 1 in 36.5 
 
 
This same finding, calculated over 15 years, from 1843 through 1857(*), on the basis of 
information obtained from reports of the Courland civil governor, gives the ratio as 1:35.  
In 1857, of the total number of deaths: 
 
 Number of deaths Ratio to Population 
In cities 1,530 1 in 40 
In uyezds   
Doblen 2,363 1 in 30 
Bauska 1,389 1 in 34 
Friedrichstadt 1,335 1 in 37 
Illukst 1,036 1 in 54 
Tukkum 1,052 1 in 42 
Talsen 1,447 1 in 35 
Goldingen 1,323 1 in 34 
Vindava 1,008 1 in 39 
Gazenpot 1,403 1 in 34 
Grobin 1,480 1 in 27 

Total in uyezds 13,836 1 in 36 
 
The conclusion obtained for Illukst Uyezd is very doubtful, the more so since, due to the 
lower level of prosperity of the residents and frequent crop failures, mortality in this 
uyezd should be higher than in the others. 
 The total number of deaths in 1857 was distributed among the religions as 
follows: 
 
 Number of deaths Ratio to Population 
Orthodox 379 1 in 36 
Schismatic 41 1 in 91 
Roman Catholic 1,082 1 in 51 
 

 
(*) See table No. 29. 
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 Of the total number of deaths in the last four years: 
 
 Number of deaths Ratio of deaths of 

males to deaths of 
females 

 Males Females 

In 1854 7,186 6,523 110.1 to 100 
In 1855 8,853 8,198 108 to 100 
In 1856 7,550 6,842 113.2 to 100 
In 1857 7,875 7,474 105.3 to 100 
For entire period 31,464 29,037 108.4 to 100 
 
 From information obtained from the Evangelical Consistory on the number of 
deaths from 1800 through 1857, we see that during the entire period 320,054 males and 
299,610 females died; these figures create a ratio of 106.8:100.  This ratio exceeds that 
which we obtained for newborn boys and girls, which explains the constant increase in 
the numbers of women in the mass of the population. 
 For various faiths, mortality in the male sex is in ratio to mortality of the female 
sex for the past four years, from 1854 through 1857(*): 
 Orthodox    267:100 
 Roman Catholic   113:100 
 Protestant    105:100 
 Jewish     118:100 
 The disproportionate ratio in the Orthodox faith is due to the fact that, in the 
Orthodox population, the number of men, which includes soldiers, is two and a half times 
larger than the number of women. 
 From journal No. 30, indicating the number of deaths by age, we see: 
 1) Up to 65 years of age, mortality in the male sex at all ages is greater than in the 
female sex; from 65 years up, the situation is reversed – greater in the female sex than in 
the male; from this we reach the direct conclusion that women survive to old age more 
often than do men. 
 2) If the total number of deaths over four years is taken as 100, then the following 
figures are obtained for deaths: 
 before one year of age   24.6% 
 from 1 to 5 years   16.2% 
 from 5 to 10 years   4.9% 
 from 10 to 15 years   2.4% 
 from 15 to 20 years   2.3% 
 from 20 to 25 years   2.9% 
 from 25 to 30 years   3.1% 
 from 30 to 35 years   2.8% 
 from 35 to 40 years   3.7% 
 from 40 to 45 years   3.8% 
 from 45 to 50 years   4.5% 
 from 50 to 55 years   3.8% 

 
(*) Gubernia statistical committee. 
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 from 55 to 60 years   4.4% 
 from 60 to 65 years   4.9% 
 from 65 to 70 years   4.3% 
 from 70 to 75 years   3.6% 
 from 75 to 80 years   2.8% 
 from 80 to 85 years   1.8% 
 from 85 to 90 years   1.5% 
 90 and older    0.3%. 
 From this we can see that almost ¼ die before the age of 1 year, and more than 
half before 20 years, which means that at a time when they are not yet able to make a 
contribution to society; 3/10 die during adult years from 20 to 60; 1/10 die at over 70 
years of age, 1/27 above 80, and 1/333 above 90 years of age(1). 
 In the total number of deaths from 1843 through 1857, which was 227,140, there 
were 1,893 unusual fatal accidents; these included 59 people who died in fires, 12 killed 
by storms, 520 who drowned, 410 who died of sudden attacks of illness, 428 of various 
accidents, and 461 murders. 
 The number of births constantly exceeds the number of deaths; this law was 
violated in the current century only in 1808 and 1848.  In the former, in the Protestant 
population alone, 5,700 boys and 5,584 girls were born, while 8,828 boys and 8,489 girls 
died(2).  Thus, the decrease totals 6,033 persons of both sexes.  Such a significant 
decrease in the population was due to famine and epidemics of disease and was not 
repeated even in the cholera year of 1848, during which the decrease was only 1,487 
persons of both sexes(3).  From 1800 through 1857, 445,666 boys and 423,022, or a total 
of 868,688 persons of both sexes, were born in the Protestant population; 320,054 males 
and 299,610 females, or a total of 619,664 persons of both sexes, died.  Therefore, on 
average, the total number of births is in relation to the total number of deaths at 
140.2:100; the total number of births of boys to deaths of the male sex at 139.2 to 100; 
the number of births of girls to deaths of the female sex at 141.5 to 100.  From 
calculations based on data obtained from reports of the Courland civil governor from 
1843 through 1857, the proportion between births and deaths for the entire period was at 
127.4 to 100; in the cities this proportion is less advantageous, namely 114.4 to 100; in 
the uyezds, it is 129.4 to 100; the total number of newborn boys is in relation to the 
number of deaths of the male sex at 126.7 to 100 and the total number of newborn girls to 
the number of deaths of the female sex is at 128.3:100.  The latter conclusions are much 
more reliable.  The average annual surplus of the number of births over the number of 
deaths, calculated over 15 years, from 1843 through 1857, totals 2,059 males and 2,091 
females, or 4,150 of both sexes.  The latter figure relates to the average population for the 
period at a ratio of 1:128.  This means that the population should double in 128 years, 
while according to previous conclusions this took place in 156 years.  This difference is 
in no way proof that our conclusions are false, but rather shows how strongly migration 
to other gubernias stops the multiplication of the population, and especially conscription 
levies.  According to information we have obtained from the government treasury, from 

 
(1) These figures are slightly different from those indicated in the article on climate because there we were 
drawing conclusions based on three years, and here they were obtained for four years. 
(2) Journal No. 26. 
(3) According to reports of the Courland civil governor. Journals No. 24 and 27. 
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1831 through 1856 in Courland Gubernia there were 19 conscription levies, during which 
29,799 men were to be conscripted; 21,594 men were actually conscripted; 7,274 bought 
their way out, and 514 received certificates of exemption.  According to information 
obtained from those same sources, we see that from 1842 through 1857, there were 
26,812 internal transfers of males in Courland Gubernia; at the same time, 1,365 males 
were transfer to other gubernias, and 272 males were transferred from other gubernias.  
From 1843 through 1857, according to reports from the Courland civil governor, 1,473 
deserters, 2,907 fugitives and 328 vagrants were detained in Courland Gubernia, with the 
largest number of deserters in Doblen Uyezd, and the largest number of fugitives in 
Illukst Uyezd. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 
 
 The urban population of Courland Gubernia is distributed in 8 uyezd cities, 
including the gubernia city, and 3 non-state-supported cities, as follows(1): 
 
 Number of residents 

of both sexes 
Residential 
buildings 

Non-residential 
buildings 

Gubernia City of 
Mitava 

 
22,479 

 
1,268 

 
1,380 

Uyezd City of 
Bauska 

 
2,145 

 
169 

 
240 

Uyezd City of 
Friedrichstadt 

 
3,004 

 
228 

 
176 

Uyezd City of 
Tukkum 

 
3,032 

 
164 

 
269 

Uyezd City of 
Goldingen 

 
5,058 

 
319 

 
417 

Uyezd City of 
Vindava 

 
4,434 

 
273 

 
399 

Uyezd City of 
Gazenpot 

 
4,700 

 
146 

 
166 

Uyezd City of 
Grobin 

 
1,442 

 
129 

 
145 

Non-state City of 
Libava 

 
9,781 

 
681 

 
896 

Non-state City of 
Jacobstadt 

 
3,322 

 
291 

 
245 

Non-state City of 
Pilten 

 
1,113 

 
104 

 
101 

Total 60,510 3,772 4,434 
 
 Therefore, there is one residential building for every 16 residents, and 117 non-
residential buildings for every 100 residential buildings.  The cities of Courland Gubernia 

 
(1) From gubernia statistical committee. 
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are not large: only Mitava has more than 20,000 residents, and all the others have fewer 
than 10,000.  The cities are in general laid out spaciously, with broad streets and a large 
number of the buildings with expansive courtyards.  Three-story buildings are the 
exception, with the majority built in one story, above which there is often a mezzanine.  
Of the 3,772 residential buildings, there are only 504 made of stone(2), and hence the 
latter total only 1/7 of the total number of buildings.  Stone buildings are more often 
found in Mitava, Libava, Goldingen, Gazenpot and Vindava.  The rural population lives: 
in 5 government and 8 private villages, 1 sloboda [free settlement], 478 private estates, 
138 government estates, 6 communal noble estates, and 2 city estates, in 97 pastorate 
Widme and 14 judicial Widme, and 51 forestry ranges; in total, in the gubernia there are: 
1,659 granges and folwarks, 20,480 peasant homesteads, and 1,494 inns, distributed 
among the uyezds as follows(3): 
 
 Granges and 

folwarks 
Peasant homesteads Inns 

Doblen 185 2,718 181 
Bauska 154 2,102 230 
Friedrichstadt 123 1,683 180 
Illukst 186 2,940 231 
Tukkum 166 1,965 128 
Talsen 225 2,003 135 
Goldingen 191 2,024 120 
Vindava 94 1,282 63 
Gazenpot 225 1,960 124 
Grobin 110 1,803 102 

Total 1,659 20,480 1,494 
 
 If we compare the number of peasant households, granges and inns with the area 
and number of residents in the uyezds, not including the number of residents of cities and 
villages, we obtain the following(*): 
 
 Per 100 square verstas of 

peasant households, granges 
and inns 

Residents of both sexes per 
household 

Doblen 123 23.6 
Bauska 142 19 
Friedrichstadt 67 24.8 
Illukst 170 16.9 
Tukkum 116 20 
Talsen 83 21.5 
Goldingen 86 19.5 
Vindava 51 27.2 

 
(2) Ibid. 
(3) Ibid. 
(*) The area of the gubernia is taken, according to our calculation, as 23,591 square verstas, and the number 
of residents is according to information from the gubernia statistical committee. 
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Gazenpot 105 20.4 
Grobin 105 20 
For entire gubernia 100 21 
 
 From this we see that the number of peasant households is distributed unequally 
across the gubernia; while in Illukst Uyezd there are 170 peasant homesteads per 100 
square verstas, in Vindava there are only 51 for the same area.  Such unequal distribution 
can also be seen in each individual uyezd; thus, for example, in Doblen Uyezd the 
northern section consists of wooded swamps, which are only rarely populated, while the 
southern section consists of the most fertile fields, dotted with many peasant homesteads; 
in Bauska Uyezd, settlements are also more often found in the southern section than in 
the northern.  In Friedrichstadt Uyezd, the middle sections consist of sparsely populated 
forests, while the western and eastern sections have dense populations.  In Talsen Uyezd, 
the northeastern section, which adjoins Lake Angern and the sea, the population is far and 
away sparser than in the middle and southern of the uyezd.  In Vindava Uyezd, the 
population is most concentrated along the River Vindava.  Settlements in Tukkum and 
Gazenpot uyezds are more equally distributed, although in the latter there are places that 
are completely desolate, for example in the southern section of Sackenhausen parish.  
The largest number of residents in one building is found in Vindava, Friedrichstadt and 
Doblen uyezds, and the smallest in Illukst, which however does not serve as proof of 
more cramped allocation of residents in the first three uyezds mentioned and more 
spacious allocation in the latter, all the more so since peasant homesteads in Doblen 
Uyezd are larger, cleaner and tidier, and often consist of several residential buildings. 
 The entire rural population of Courlandia, as has been mentioned earlier, lives in 
separate homesteads lying amidst adjoining fields, and almost never grouped together, as 
in Russia, in villages and settlements.  Where villages are found, as on the seacoast, they 
are small, consisting of only several widespread households, and having a single name.  
Only in Goldingen Uyezd are there 7 small villages belonging to Kurische Könige and 
listed above.  The towns in the gubernia are also very small, in confirmation of which we 
list them, indicating the number of buildings and residents in them: 
 
 Number of residents Number of 

residential buildings 
Number of non-

residential buildings 
Gov. towns    
Doblen 287 28 46 
Kandau 795 57 91 
Zabeln 799 32 29 
Talsen 1,211 89 80 
Durben 210 25 44 
Private towns    
Polangen 1,502 200 183 
Schönberg 182 15 8 
Koplau 80 20 80 
Alt-Subbat 437 54 74 
Neu-Subbat 449 50 69 
Skrudelina 139 22 137 
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Illukst 2,500 237 199 
Sassmacken 1,150 60 60 
Kalkunen Sloboda 
or Grive 

 
1,371 

 
229 

 
199 

 11,112 1,118 1,299 
 
 Of these, the most significant are: Polangen, for its trade with Prussia; Grive, as 
outskirts of Dinaburg; Illukst and Talsen, as the site of uyezd authorities.  In the gubernia 
as a whole there are 25 cities and towns, in which live 71,622 residents of both sexes, 
totaling a little over 1/7 of the total population.  In comparing the area of the gubernia 
with the number of cities and towns, we find one city for every 2,144 square verstas or 44 
square miles, and one town for every 1,613 square verstas or 33 square miles. 
 
 

_________ 
 


