
B. The general geography of Courland’s settlement, 
transportation, and economy 

 
I. The population 

 
Preface: The main source for the description of the population situation in Courland is the 

19th volume of the official work on the first general census of the Russian Empire in 1897 (L.-V. 
107). The statistical information given in this section is based on that census work, unless 
another source is given. The statistical material from the various sources normally had to be 
recalculated, and in most cases also regrouped and recompiled. 

 
a. The population by number and distribution 

In the last official census, taken January 28, 1897, the population of Courland was 674 034. 
Information about the population in the years leading up to the World War is available, but it is 
based not on an actual count but only on estimates and calculations of increases and decreases 
(through birth, death, emigration, immigration etc.), insofar as it can be determined at all from 
the official lists. This information may be fairly close to the actual population at that time, but of 
course it can be listed only with reservations. 

The population of Courland shortly before the outbreak of the war can be estimated at about 
800 000.1 

As far as the distribution of the population is concerned, the population density figures can 
only be given for the district [Kreis] units, and even then, we must of course take into account 
that with their large surface area and the vastly different qualities of the individual parts, the 
population density even within a district is extraordinarily varied. The creation of a population 
density map based on districts or communities is impossible at present, for lack of adequate 
statistical and cartographic source material. 

 
[57] In order to better understand the population distribution, one must differentiate between 

urban2 and rural populations. The official statistics count among as urban only the residents of 
the 11 Courish cities and the two small towns, Talsen and Illuxt, while the rest of the small towns 
are counted as rural. Because this is by no means justified—external differences between city 
and town in Courland are in some cases very minor, in others nonexistent—but instead 
diminishes the accuracy of the statistical calculations considerably, in the following table 
showing the distribution of the population in the individual districts, all towns with more than 
1000 inhabitants have been counted as urban.3  

 
Table 27. 

 
 

1 According to Stepanow’s “Handel und Industrie” [Trade and Industry], 1913 (L.-V. 93), the total number at that 
time was 796 494. The figures used by Stepanow (see below, p. 58, Table 28) go back to the Statistical Yearbook for 
Russia. 
2 cities and small towns 
3 For example, the committee on central statistics counted a large town like Griva, with a population of 8146, as 
rural, but the small towns of Grobin and Pilten, with about 1500 inhabitants each, as urban. Naturally that results in 
a distorted ratio. 



Distribution of Courland’s population in urban and rural areas in 1897. 
 

I. II.4 III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. 
 

District 
 

Area in 
km2 

Population 
of cities 

and towns 
with over 

1000 
inhabitants 

 
Rural 

population 

 
Total 

population 

 
Population 

density, 
rural,  

per km2 

 
Population 

density 
urban and 
rural per 

km2 

 
Population 

of cities 
and towns 

as % of 
total 

 
Rural 

population 
as % of 

total 

Bauska 2 091.77 6 544 44 003 50 547 21.0 24.2 12.9 87.1 
Doblen 2 752.30 36 825 64 485 101 310 23.4 36.8 36.4 63.6 
Friedrich-
stadt 

3 463.19 11 004 53 791 64 485 15.5 18.7 17.0 83.0 

Goldingen 3 124.87 13 353 52 982 66 335 17.0 21.2 20.1 79.9 
Grobin 2 048.67 68 162 42 716 110 878 20.8 54.1 61.5 38.5 
Hasenpoth 2 584.94 5 340 47 869 53 209 18.5 20.6 10.0 90.0 
Illuxt 2 150.44 13 977 52 484 66 461 24.4 30.9 21.0 79.0 
Talsen 3 032.45 9 515 51 633 61 148 17.0 20.2 15.6 84.4 
Tuckum 2 287.20 7 555 43 521 51 076 19.0 22.3 14.8 85.2 
Windau 3 215.10 8 636 39 639 48 275 12.3 15.0 17.9 82.1 

Courland 26 750.93 180 911 493 123 674 034 18.4 25.2 26.8 73.2 
 

 
By population density both urban and rural, Grobin district, because of Libau, leads by a 

wide margin, with 54.1 persons per km2, while Windau district, with 15.0, is the most sparsely 
populated. The Friedrichstadt district, which also has less favorable soil conditions, is in next to 
last place with 18.7, while the fertile districts of Doblen and Illuxt (36.8 and 30.9) are the most 
densely populated after Grobin. The population density for all of Courland is only 25.2; thus, the 
land must be considered to have an extraordinarily sparse population compared with the German 
Empire, despite its favorable natural features. East Prussia, for example, in 1895, [58] had 54.2 
people per km2, and this province was one of the least densely populated German regions. Urban 
life, in comparison to Germany, still appears to be quite undeveloped, for only 26.8% of the total 
population of Courland lived in the cities and towns, while 73.2% lived in the country; only the 
Grobin district was an exception, where the urban population was 61.5%, the rural only 38.5%, 
which is naturally attributable to the influence of Libau. 

If we look at the rural population, the Illuxt district, with 24.4 people per km2 is in first place, 
and Doblen, with 23.4, in second place, while Grobin, with 20.8 is only in fourth place. In the 
districts of Friedrichstadt and Windau, the unfavorable soil conditions are naturally reflected in 
the rural population density, which in the former is 15.5 and in the latter only 12.3 per km2. Of 
course a population density map would clearly show the forest and marsh areas as the least 
populated, for instance, the northern part of the Doblen district in contrast to the fertile, less 

 
4 Here the surface areas of the Committee on Central Statistics were taken for the year 1905 (see page 7), and 
therefore the values in columns VI and VII vary slightly from the original table. 



forested, heavily populated southern part. Also the fertile banded clay area of Windau would 
stand out like a heavily populated island from the wooded area that surrounds it. 

The next table shows the distribution of the population shortly before the World War. Even 
though the figures, as has already been mentioned above (p. 56), are not based on a new general 
census, they probably come quite close to being correct. 

 
Table 28. 

 
Distribution of Courland’s population in urban and rural areas in 1913. 

 
 

District 
Population 

of cities and 
towns with 
over 1000 
inhabitants 

 
Rural 

population 

 
Total 

population 

 
Population 

density, 
rural,  

per km2 

 
Population 

density 
urban and 

rural per km2 

 
Population 

of cities and 
towns as % 

of total 

 
Rural 

population as 
% of total 

Bauska 9 143 47 600 56 743 22.8 27.1 16.1 83.9 
Doblen 42 018 72 600 114 618 26.4 41.6 36.7 63.3 
Friedrich-
stadt 

14 678 57 700 72 378 16.7 20.9 20.3 79.7 

Goldingen 14 073 60 200 74 273 19.3 23.4 18.9 81.1 
Grobin 114 6685 29 500 144 168 14.9 70.4 79.5 20.5 
Hasenpoth 6 542 49 000 55 542 19.0 21.5 11.8 88.2 
Illuxt 15 500 72 300 87 800 33.6 40.8 17.7 82.3 
Talsen 9 730 65 000 74 730 21.4 24.6 13.0 87.0 
Tuckum 10 415 44 400 54 815 19.4 24.0 19.0 81.0 
Windau 26 4451 34 632 61 077 10.8 19.0 43.3 56.7 

Courland 263 212 532 932 796 144 19.9 29.8 33.1 66.9 
 
If we compare Table 28 with the preceding one, we see that the population density has 

increased considerably since 1897 ant that all districts are more or less participants in the growth. 
The greatest increase is in the [59] Grobin district, where the population density rose from 54.1 
to 79.5; naturally the influence of the flourishing seaport and commercial-industrial city of Libau 
plays a role here. Also interesting is the growth of the rural population density in the individual 
districts. While this figure increased in eight districts, the leader being Illuxt (1897: 24.4; 1913: 
33.6), the Grobin and Windau districts show a significant decline. Despite the absolute increase 
of the rural population, it declined in proportion to the total population, both for Courland as a 
whole and for most districts; only the Talsen and Illuxt districts showed somewhat higher 
percentages than in 1897. 

Compared with the German Empire and East Prussia, Courland is still far behind in regard of 
population density, despite the upturn after 1897, for the 29.8 people per square kilometer in 
Courland stand in contrast to 55.8 in East Prussia (in 1910) and ca. 120 in the German Empire. 

 
5 For Libau and Windau, the population of the suburbs was counted with the city population even though these were 
not yet incorporated. 



The following figures show the growth of Courland’s population since the 19th century: 
The population 
 in 1801 was 406 9706 
 in 1834  503 0107 
 in 1863  573 6848 
 in 1886 ca. 683 0009 
 in 1897  674 034  
  in 1913  796 144 
The population thus increased by 95.6 % from 1801 to 1918, in 112 years, which must be 

regarded as a relatively small increase for such a long period. In the period from 1886 to 1897 
the population actually declined by about 9000, or by roughly 1.3%, whereas the period 1897–
1913 showed an increase of 18.1%. A comparison of the years 1801, 1863, 1897, and 1913 is 
interesting in regard to the shifted ratio of urban to rural population. 

 
Table 29. 

 

Year Urban10 % of total 
population 

Rural % of total 
population 

Total 
population 

% Population 
density, 

rural,  
per km2 

Population 
density for 

all of 
Courland 
per km2 

1801 23 264 5.7 383 706 94.3 406 970 100 14.5 15.4 
1863 72 736 12.7 500 952 87.3 573 684 100 18.9 21.6 
1897 1808 911 26.8 493 123 73.2 674 034 100 18.59 25.6 
1914 263 212 33.1 532 932 66.9 796 144 100 19.9 29.8 

 
[60] The cities and towns grew extraordinarily from the beginning of the 19th century, as one 

can see from the increase of the absolute and relative figure, and in 1913 roughly 12 times as 
many people lived in the urban areas as in 1801. While the urban population from 1801 to 1913 
grew from 5.7 to 33.1 % of the total population, the rural population declined proportionally, but 
except for the period 1863–97, it still showed an absolute increase. The population density for all 
of Courland almost doubled in the 112 years, but the rural rose by only 37%, with most of the 
increase falling in the first period, 1801–63. The increase of the rural population after 1897 is 
definitely traceable to the immigration of colonists, but the indigenous Latvian rural population 
had been experiencing a gradual decline since as early as 1863. 

Tables 30 and 31 give an overview of the population growth of the individual cities and 
towns in the period from 1801 to 1913: 

 
6 L.-V. 25, p. 6. 
7 “Because of the 8th general population adjustment of the Russian Empire,” see L.-V. 110 , p. 37. 
8 According to information from the Courland Statistical Committee as reported by M. v. Blaese, see L.-V. 11, p. 13. 
9 L.-V. 108, vol. I, p. 18. 
10 Here again, all towns with a population of more than 1000 were counted as urban. 



Table 30. 

The populations of the cities of Courland 1801–1913. 

District City 180111 186312 18812 1897 191313 

Bauska Bauska 1 308 4 021 6 113 6 544 9 143 
Doblen Mitau 9 395 22 790 28 531 35 131 40 218 

Friedrichstadt { Friedrichstadt 372 3 459 5 820 5 175 6 035 
Jakobstadt 1 511 4 201 5 512 5 829 8 643 

Goldingen Goldingen 1 352 4 601 8 072 9 720 9 723 

Grobin { Libau 4 932 10 227 29 611 64 489 110 00014 
Grobin 525 1 618 1 594 1 490 1 968 

Hasenpoth Hasenpoth 1 013 3 090 3 690 3 340 3 542 
Tuckum Tuckum 1 221 3 398 6 151 7 555 8 415 

Windau {
  

Windau 1 256 3 700 5 872 7 127 25 00015 
Pilten 379 1 326 1 380 1 509 1 445 

 The cities of Courland 23 264 62 431 102 346 147 909 224 132 

Growth 1801–1913 in % 863% 
 

The population increase for the cities in the 112 years was much more intensive than that of 
the small towns. Libau showed the greatest growth and stands in first place among the Courish 
cities today. Its dominance is evident in the fact that in 1913 Libau alone accounted for a full 
49% of the urban population; and if we take the three largest cities together, Libau, Mitau, and 
Windau, they contained over 78% of the urban population before the war. 

 
11 L.-V. 25. 
12 According to information from the Courland Statistical Committee as reported by M. v. Blaese (L.-V. 11, pp. 12–
13).  
13 L.-V. 93. 
14 Together with the war port of Libau (L.-V. 47). 
15 Including the suburbs of Windau (L.-V. 47 and L.-V. 81). 



[61] 
Table 31. 

The populations of the small towns of Courland 1801–1913. 

District Town 180116 186317 18812 1897 1913 

Bauska Schönberg 101 302 400 559 800 
Baldohn ? 118 73 63 500 

Doblen Doblen 65 467 1 083 1 694 1 800 
Friedrichstadt Eckengrafen18 — — — ? 80019 
Goldingen Frauenburg ? 261 2 360 3 633 4 350 
 { 
Grobin { 
 { 

Polangen ? 1 350 1 618 2 183 2 700 
Durben 174 319 410 356 600 
Pauruppen — — — — 3504 

Hasenpoth Paulshafen20 — — ? 2 000 3 0004 
 { 

Illuxt { 

 { 

Illuxt 740 2 293 ? 3 652 3 400 
Griva21 — 2 633 5 05622 8 146 10 000 
Subbath 373 1 117 ? 2 179 2 100 
Borowka ? ? ? 861 ? 

 { 

Talsen { 

 { 

Talsen 199 1 485 3 508 4 200 4 500 
Kandau 439 984 1 586 1 835 2 000 
Zabeln 174 947 1 442 1 596 1 730 
Sassmacken23 — 1 423 1 890 1 884 1 500 

Tuckum Alt-Autz24 — — — ? 2 0004 

 The small towns of Courland 2 265+ ? 13 699+? 19 426+? 34 841+? 42 130+? 

 ca. 36 000 ca. 43 000 
 

 [Transl. note: My computer numbers the footnotes in the table across the row, horizontally, 
while the in the original the sequence goes down each column. I couldn’t change this, but I made 
sure the correct footnote goes with each reference. In several cases a footnote has more than one 
reference in the table. ACS] 

 
16 L.-V. 25. 
17 According to information from the Courland Statistical Committee as reported by M. v. Blaese (L.-V. 11, pp. 12–
13).  
18 Has existed since 1890. 
19 see L.-V. 81 
20 Has existed since 1879. 
21 Has existed since 1818. 
22 In the year 1878. 
23 Has existed since 1820. 
24 Has existed since 1890 



B. The population by place of origin 
According to the official census for 1897, the population of Courland consisted of the 

following nationalities:25 
Table 32. 

 
Nationality 

 
Both sexes 

 
% 

No. of 
women 
per 100 

men 

Germans 51 017 7.57 118 
Letts 505 9... 75.07 111 
Jews 37 68... 5.59 108 
Greater Russians 25 630 3.80 57 
Poles 19 688 2.92 97 
Lithuanians 16 531 2.45 87 
White Russians 12 283 1.82 93 
Lesser Russians 363 0.06 17 
Others 4 839 0.72 58 

Total 674 034 100.00 106.5 
 

[Transl. note: Figures for Letts and Jews obscured in photocopy. ACS] 
 

[62] The Letts, who according to this make up the majority of the population, belong to the 
Baltic branch of the Indo-Germanic group of peoples and are closely related to the Lithuanians, 
as can be seen in the similarity of their two languages. The early individual tribes of Lettgalians. 
Selonians, and Semigallians in the course of the centuries blended into a unified Latvian people, 
who in the meantime have also acquired a lot of foreign blood. Thus the Letts in the areas 
formerly occupied by the Livs and Cours have a strong Finnish element in their blood, while 
those in the southern parts of Courland have been infused with Lithuanian blood to a large 
extent. A considerable amount of German blood has also found its way into the Latvian people 
over time, a result of the “Latvianization” of the German lower classes, the “little people” such 
as laborers, skilled craftsmen, shopkeepers, etc. 

In terms of race, the Lett stands between the Teuton and the Slav. He tends toward to the 
Teuton in outward appearance but is more like the Slav in his character. 

While on the one hand the Lett has quite estimable trait and is intelligent, very frugal and 
hard-working, adaptable, hospitable, and kindly, he has on the other hand an undependable and 
artful character and is known to be ungrateful. 

The absolute number of Letts increased from 1842 to 1897 but only by about 22%, relatively 
little for such a long time span. In contrast, the percentage of Letts to total population dropped 
significantly, from 85.53 to 75.07%. Since 1897 the percentage of Letts may have fallen even 
faster, for most of the population growth in the period from 1897 to 1913, a total increase of 
122,110, was among the Germans, Russians, Poles, Lithuanians, and Jews, who had immigrated 

 
25 Unfortunately, more recent figures are not available. 



as farmers or rural or industrial laborers. The situation just before the war was such that the 
Latvian nation, which had long since embraced the two-child system as a principle, so to speak, 
was already very seriously declining, and it could soon become extinct, unless the change in all 
life circumstances and conditions brought about by the World War don’t give it new vitality and 
fresh drive.  

The Germans represent only 7.57% of the total population but nevertheless they make up the 
definitive upper stratum. Even though this stratum is relatively thin, it is the German culture that 
has left its mark on the entire land; after all, the Germans have been intimately involved in the 
history of the Baltic provinces ever since the 13th century. For instance, the German language 
has always predominated there, and educated people who wanted to get a foothold in the land 
had to master it. Even the Russification efforts of the 1870s, with all their acts of brutality, had 
no effect on this, despite the fact that the German language had been banned from courts, 
administrative offices, and school systems and replaced with Russian. German culture was too 
deeply and firmly rooted in the land for it to be obliterated and replaced by the lower-ranking 
Russian culture; [63] thus, at the outbreak of the World War, despite superior Russian strength 
and oppression, the German was still the real master in the land. What form his position will take 
in the future is unforeseeable under the present circumstances. 

The figure 51 017 is not entirely correct, of only the ethnographic classification is taken into 
account, for about 24.9%, or almost 12,700 people, are Jews whose mother tongue is German 
and who feel and consider themselves a part of the German culture. If they are subtracted, the 
remainder is only about 38,300 German nationals. If we compare this number with the figures 
for 1801 and 1842, no healthy advancement is evidence. In 1801 there were 35,374 Germans in 
Courland,26 and this number rose to 38,593 by 1842;27 thus, the growth in these 41 years was 
only 9.1%, a very low figure. In the period from 1842 to 1897, however, the number of Germans 
actually dropped by roughly 300. Considering that the total population increased from 1801 to 
1897 by 65.6%, the stagnation of the German population must be regarded as a very serious 
retrogression, for which a certain degree of assimilation of the Jewish elements can by no means 
compensate. The fact that the percentage of German nationals in the population in the period 
1801–1897 fell from 8.7 to 5.7% cannot be covered up. 

Since 1897 the German element has increased again, because of the German farmers (mainly 
from Volhynia and Congress Poland) who have settled in West Courland. As a result the German 
population has grown by roughly 15,000, but one must consider that these immigrant German 
farmers are more or less inferior to the Letts economically and culturally for the time being.  

According to the statistics, the Jews number 37 689, or 5.59%, but these include only those 
whose mother tongue is Yiddish, this strange mixture of German, Slavic, and Hebrew language 
elements. But if they are classified by their race, their number is much higher, namely 51,072, or 
almost 7.6% of the total population. From the difference of ca. 13,400, the vast majority (12,700) 
are, as we have just seen, Jews whose mother tongue is German, while most of the other 700 are 
Greater Russians. 

Regarding the history of the Jewish element in Courland, the following can be said: During 
the ducal government, Jews had already penetrated in Courland and were tolerated despite 
repeated orders for their expulsion. Not until 1799 did they receive the right to stay in Courland 
permanently. They numbered 3070 at that time and 4445 in 1817, but by 1835, according to 

 
26 L.-V. 25, p. 178. 
27 L.-V. 40 1846 no. 34, pp. 806–7. 



official reports they had increased to 22,531.28 In 1864 there were [64] about 29,000 Jews in 
Courland, roughly 4 % of the total population.29 Thus, the Jewish element increased sharply in 
the course of the 19th century, from 1799 to 1897, by roughly 1563%.  

There were very few Lesser Russians in Courland in 1897, 363 or 0.06%, but their number 
probably increased considerably by 1914, because the Russian state since 1905 has also settled 
Lesser Russian colonists in Courland. The number of Greater, White, and Lesser Russians 
together, according to the last census, was 38,276, and will probably have increased significantly 
by 1914 because of the Russification efforts; in 1842, on the other hand, there were only 10 
08330, so the percentage rose from 2.15 to 5.68 between 1842 and 1897. 

The Poles and Lithuanians had much greater growth. In 1842 the former numbered only 939, 
and the latter only 872, which represented 0.2% and 0.19% of the total population respectively, 
while in 1897 the Poles made up 2.92 and the Lithuanians 2.45%.  

From the ratio of men to women, it is easy to see which nationalities actually have roots in 
Courland; they are primarily the Germans, Letts, and Jews. These groups have 108–118 women 
for every 100 men, so the ratio between the two sexes is normal. We could consider the next 
related group to be the Poles, Lithuanians, and White Russians, with 87–97 women for every 100 
men, from which we can surmise that they are for the most part permanent residence but that a 
sizeable fraction of them are aliens in the land and only living their temporarily, mostly as rural 
or industrial laborers. The last group has to be the Greater and Lesser Russians and the other 
remaining nationalities, with only 17–58 women to 100 men; only a small percentage of these 
are permanently settled in Courland, the rest only temporarily there as public- and private-sector 
officials, rural and industrial laborers, etc. 

Of the remaining factions unnamed in the table, at least the main ones should be mentioned 
here: 1517 Samogitians (a stock related to the Lithuanians), 1202 Gypsies, 620 Estonians, 552 
Tatars, 369 Scandinavians, 101 French, and 73 Englanders. 

The next table shows the various nationalities according to their distribution in the individual 
districts (see Table 33, page 65). 

According to this table, the districts of Grobin and Doblen, with 15.27% and 10.96% 
respectively, have the highest percentages of Germans (based on mother tongue), which is 
attributable to the two largest cities in Courland, Libau and Mitau. From Doblen eastward, the 
density of the German population drops quickly; in the Bauska district it is 6.02 %, in the 
Friedrichstadt district 2.8, and in the Illuxt district only 1.63%. In West Courland, especially in 
the districts of Goldingen, Hasenpoth, and Grobin, the absolute and probably also the [65] 
relative number of Germans increased significantly in the period leading up to the war, because 
of the German farmers who settled there, whereby the heaviest immigration occurred in the 
Goldingen district. 

 
28 L.-V. 40 1836 no. 46, p. 763. 
29 L.-V. 39, p. 74. 
30 L.-V. 40 1846 no. 34, pp. 806–7. 



Table 33 

Distribution of the nationalities in Courland by district, in absolute and relative figures. 

 
District 

Germans Letts Jews Greater Russians White Russians 
no. % no. % no. % no. % no. % 

Bauska 3 042 6.02 44 189 87.42 2 170 4.29 247 0.49 — — 
Doblen 11 104 10.96 77 815 76.81 4 042 3.99 4 852 4.79 367 0.36 
Friedrichstadt 1 809 2.80 53 802 83.07 6 037 9.31 1 674 2.58 46 0.04 
Goldingen 5 626 8.50 57 415 86.53 2 639 3.98 161 0.24 — — 
Grobin 16 942 15.27 64 890 58.52 7173 6.47 7 702 6.95 371 0.34 
Hasenpoth 2 859 5.37 48 075 90.35 1 335 2.51 205 0.39 1 — 
Illuxt 1 082 1.63 18 955 28.52 6 351 9.56 10 121 15.23 11 478 17.27 
Talsen 2 562 4.19 54 285 88.77 3 829 6.26 153 0.25 11 0.02 
Tuckum 2 201 4.32 45 456 89.00 2 717 5.33 215 0.42 8 — 
Windau 3 790 7.85 41 112 85.17 1 396 2.89 300 0.62 1 — 

Courland 51 017 7.57 505 994 75.07 37 689 5.59 25 630 3.80 12 283 1.82 
 

 
District 

Lesser Russians Poles Lithuanians Others Total 
no. % no. % no. % no. % no. % 

Bauska 6 0.01 122 0.24 550 1.09 221 0.44 50 547 100 
Doblen 59 0.06 953 0.94 1 207 1.19 911 0.90 101 310 100 
Friedrichstadt 3 — 488 0.75 756 1.17 180 0.28 64 795 100 
Goldingen — — 51 0.08 212 0.32 231 0.35 66 335 100 
Grobin 207 0.19 6 400 5.77 4 775 4.31 2 418 2.18 110 878 100 
Hasenpoth 18 0.03 110 0.21 423 0.80 183 0.34 53 209 100 
Illuxt 26 0.04 11 380 17.12 6 986 10.51 82 0.12 66 461 100 
Talsen 11 0.02 41 0.07 22 0.04 234 0.38 61 148 100 
Tuckum 6 0.01 84 0.16 267 0.52 122 0.24 51 076 100 
Windau 27 0.06 59 0.12 1 333 2.76 257 0.53 48 275 100 

Courland 363 0.06 19 688 2.92 16 531 2.45 4 839 0.72 674 034 100 
 
The German population is mainly in the cities, as can be seen in the official statistics. 

According to these, 37 622 Germans lived in the eleven cities and in the two towns, Illuxt and 
Talsen, in 1897; when the other towns are figured in, the number was well over 40 000. In any 
case, of the 51 017 Germans, over 80% lived in the cities and small towns. Table 34 gives the 
number of Germans in the 11 cities and the towns of Illuxt and Talsen and their percentages of 
the total population (see p. 66) 

Libau has the largest absolute number of German residents, but the small town of Pilten has 
the largest relative number, followed closely by Bauska, Hasenpoth, and Goldingen, while the 
two eastern towns of Jakobstadt and Illuxt are in next-to-last and last place. 



If we disregard the Doblen, Grobin, and Illuxt districts, the distribution of the Letts in the 
remaining districts is quite even and fluctuates [66] only between 83.07 and 90.35%. The Illuxt 
district has the lowest percentage of Letts, at 28.52%, following Grobin, whose relatively low 
figure (58.52%) is due to the influence of Libau. The bulk of the Latvian population live in the 
rural areas, so the urban percentage is relatively small. The 13 cities and towns that the Russian 
statistics cover had a total Latvian population of 65,866 in 1897, and if the other towns are 
figured in—their figures can only be estimated here— about 85% of the total Latvian population 
probably lives in rural areas and only 15% in the cities and towns. Nevertheless, the percentage 
of Letts in the total urban population is still a generous 40% (see Plate 8,16). 

 
Table 34. 

Number and percentage of Germans: 

 

 
The percentage of Jews (Yiddish-speaking) fluctuates in the individual districts between 2.51 

and 9.56 and increases in general from west to east, although the Grobin district, with 6.47% is 
far ahead of the eastern districts of Hasenpoth and Goldingen, which is again attributable to the 
influence of Libau, where ca. 5500 Jews lived in 1897. The highest percentages are found in the 
two eastern districts Friedrichstadt and Illuxt, with 9.31% and 9.56% respectively. Like the 
German population, the Jewish is also concentrated mainly in the urban centers, at about 75–
80%. Especially in the medium-sized and small towns, the Jewish—or rather, Yiddish—element 
is very prominent and gives them a distinct local color. For instance, according to the 1897 
census, it comprised about 25% of the population of the city of Grobin, about 30% of the city of 
Tuckum, 33% in the town of Talsen, ca. 35% in Jakobstadt, and as much as 53% in 
Friedrichstadt. In the smaller towns the Yiddish ratio is sometimes even higher; for example, in 

City/Town Total population Number of 
Germans 

% of total 
population 

Libau 64,489 15,353 23.8 
Mitau 35,131 9,719 27.6 
Goldingen 9,720 3,226 33.3 
Bauska 6,544 2,387 36.5 
Windau 7,127 1,937 27.2 
Hasenpoth 3,340 1,194 35.7 
Tuckum 7,555 1,152 15.2 
Friedrichstadt 5,175 770 14.9 
Talsen 4,200 623 14.8 
Pilten 1,509 556 36.8 
Jakobstadt 5,829 329 5.6 
Grobin 1,490 242 16.2 
Illuxt 3,652 134 3.7 

Total 155,761 37,622 24.2 



1881, in the town of Schönberg, Bauska district, out of a total population of ca. 400, as many as 
313 were Jews i.e. about 78%.31 If the [67] Jews with German or Russian as their mother tongue 
are added in, the percentage increases considerably, especially in the larger cities. For instance in 
Libau about 15% of the inhabitants are of Jewish stock, in Mitau 17%, in Windau 18%, in 
Goldingen 26%, in Hasenpoth 35%, in Bauska 42%, and in Friedrichstadt 63%, while in the total 
population of the cities and towns at least 22% are Jewish. 

The Greater Russians live mainly in the districts of Doblen, Grobin, Friedrichstadt, and 
Illuxt, while they make up only 0.62% of the population in the other districts. The 15.23% of the 
Illuxt district who are Greater Russians are permanent residents there, as evident from the ratio 
of the sexes, for there are 5041 men and 5080 women. For the most part, these are Orthodox 
Greater Russians who belong to the peasant class. In the Friedrichstadt district, 2.58% of the 
population are Greater Russians, the vast majority of whom are indigenous there (881 men and 
793 women); Jakobstadt has a very strong Russian element, 21% of the population, or 1198 
persons, who are also permanent residents (109 women for every 100 men). In the Doblen 
district, Greater Russians make up 4.79 % of the population, and in the Grobin district, 6.95%; 
but most of these are officials, laborers, and soldiers living there only temporarily (in the Doblen 
and Grobin districts there were 26 and 35 women respectively per 100 men). About 90% of the 
12 554 Greater Russians in both districts live in the cities of Libau and Mitau. (See Plate 9,17.) 

The percentage of White Russians, usually called “Muchobroden,” is significant only in the 
eastern district of Illuxt, where they make up 17.27% of the population. The majority are 
peasants. The homeland of the Muchobroden, according to Bielenstein, was the Druja area, 
which borders on the Illuxt district, as well as the Dissna and Polotzk areas, up both sides of the 
Dvina river. So they immigrated to Courland from the east, but probably not until after the Dvina 
area of the Courish upland had been depopulated by the great plague epidemics of 1606 and 
1710 and by the devastating great wars between the Russians, Poles, and Swedes. The language 
of the Muchobroden is not pure White Russian but is infused with Polish elements. The peculiar 
name “Muchobroden” came about as follows: Centuries ago32 Prodrätschiks came into the 
Courish upland every year to hire laborers for highway and canal construction in the interior of 
Russia. The Letts, who preferred to put all their energy into agriculture, were hard to get for such 
work, whereas almost all the Courish White Russian men, leaving their wives to care for the 
farms, signed on as earth workers. Because they left in swarms in spring and returned in swarms 
in the fall, a Baron Engelhardt, with apt wit, coined the name Muchobroden for them, which 
means in German that they swarmed like flies; over time this name came into general use.33 

[68] Of the small number of Lesser Russian (363), over half lived in the Grobin district in 
1897. Judging from the small number of women (52), it appears that the Lesser Russians were 
not part of the permanently settled population but came into the land temporarily as rural or 
industrial laborers. It has already been mentioned that since 1906 Lesser Russian colonists have 
occasionally been brought in by the government. One such colony, for example, came about 
from the partitioning of the crown estate Wagenhof, northwest of Goldingen. 

Poles are found in significant numbers only in the districts of Grobin and Illuxt; in Grobin 
they make up 5.77% and in Illuxt 17.12% of the population. In the other eight districts, they 
make up less than 1% of the population. While the Poles in the Illuxt district are definitely 
permanent residents (108 women per 100 men), and most are rural, the majority of those in the 

 
31 L.-V. 81 
32 Calculated from 1882, the year in which Bielenstein wrote the essay in question (L.-V. 4). 
33 L.-V. 4 pp. 639–42. 



Grobin district are industrial laborers, but they have at least taken up permanent residence for the 
most part (85 women per 100 men); except for a small fraction, the districts Polish population is 
concentrated in Libau (6015 out of 6400). 

The highest percentage of Lithuanians is found in the Illuxt district, with 10.51%. They make 
up the rural population in the southern parts of the district, and are probably indigenous here, 
according to Bielenstein.34 The second-largest contingent, 4.31%, is found in the Grobin district, 
and approximately three-fourths of the 4775 Lithuanians there live in Libau, again mainly as 
industrial laborers, but only some of them have permanently settled there (59 women per 100 
Lithuanian men). In the southwest corner of the district, on the other hand, we find permanently 
settled rural Lithuanians, a total of 1178 (104 women per 100 men). (See Plate 9,18.) 

According to the statistics, there are also permanent Lithuanian residents in the Windau 
district, 1333 of them (2.76% of the district population), all but 16 of whom belong to the rural 
population (105 women per 100 men). They moved into the land not long before 1897 as rural 
laborers who received payment in kind. The Doblen district has 1207 Lithuanians, a minority of 
them living in Mitau, the majority in the southern border area. Also the districts of Friedrichstadt, 
Bauska, Tuckum, Goldingen, and Hasenpoth have small percentages of Lithuanians (0.32–
1.17%), who live almost exclusively in the areas near the Lithuanian border. 

Of the remaining factions that were on Courish soil at the time of the census, the most 
numerous were the Samogitians, who are closely related to the Lithuanians and numbered 1517. 
A full 1343 of them were in the Grobin district, making up 1.2% of the district population. Of 
these, 319 were in the city of Libau, while the rest belonged to the rural population in the south. 

The gypsies, who are said to have numbered only 28 according to the revision of 1801 but 
numbered 1202 in 1897, are distributed over all districts. 

[69] At his point the Livs and the Kreevins should also be mentioned. The Livs were not 
listed separately in the 1897 census but were counted with the Letts, and the Kreevins had 
already died out or been absorbed into the Latvian culture. 

The present-day Livs—who live in the coastal area of the Windau district, on its two large 
estates, Popen and Dondangen—are the remnant of the Finnish Cours, who came by sea even 
before the arrival of the Germans, conquered the western part of Courland, the land that was 
eventually named after them, and, after chasing away or subjugating the indigenous Letts, put 
down roots here. Not until the 13th century had the Letts, with the help of the Germans, been 
able to limit the advance of the Cours and then, switching to the offensive, gradually to push 
them back again and to absorb the remnant.35 This peaceful absorption process is still going on 
today but will probably end in the not too distant future. In 1881 the census revealed a Livonian-
speaking population of only 3562 (1188 men and 2374 women!),36 and since then their numbers 
are said to be declining rapidly. The fact that the Livs have lasted as long as they have on the 
Dondangen and Popen estates is only attributable to the isolated location of their coastal land, 
which is cut off from the Latvian territory by large forests. For a long time this location shielded 
the Livs from direct contact with the Letts and kept their language alive. But by 1871, the 
Livonia language had already become heavily infused with Latvian elements.37  

Here it should be pointed out that the Livs still do not own any property of their own. They 
are only tenants on the Dondangen and Popen estates, yet in general they are rather disinclined to 

 
34 L.-V. 4, p. 642. 
35 L.-V. 5, p. 99. 
36 L.-V. 6, p. 2. 
37 L.-V. 103, pp. 1–2. 



farm labor. They earn their livelihood mainly from fishing and navigation; they even build ships 
for the high seas communally, man them themselves, and use them for their own purposes.38 At 
any rate, they are very capable seafarers. Because on the one hand their proneness to alcoholism 
is driving them to extinction and on the other hand they seek to assimilate the Latvian language 
and culture, they will soon be nothing but a memory. 

At one time in the vicinity of Bauska, in the region of the estates Alt- and Neu-Rahden, 
Memelhof, Krussen, and Wittwenhof, there existed a small people who were distinct from the 
Letts in language and dress and whom the Letts called the Kreevins, which means “foreigners.” 
In 1826, the number of Kreevins was estimated at about 1600, but only a few of them still spoke 
their language.39 Two decades later, the scholar Sjögren was able to locate only 10 or 11 persons 
in the Kreevin territory who “had retained a few—but only very weak and uncertain—memories 
of their language...”40 [70] Today nothing remains of language or dress, and the descendants of 
the Kreewins have been totally absorbed by the Letts. For a long time little was known about the 
origin of the Kreevins. The only certainty was that, like the Livs and Estonians, they were of 
Finnish descent, judging from their language. Finally F. J. Wiedemann shed light on the matter 
and established without a doubt, through historic evidence and tradition, as well as through 
comparative analysis of language samples, that the Kreevins were descendants of Votes (Votic 
people), prisoners whom the Order armies had captured and brought back around 1445 after an 
attack on the Novgorod territory, and who then settled in the Bauska area. Of the Finnish Votes, 
who were the sole inhabitants of Ingermannland before the immigration of the other Finnish 
tribes and must have been the original inhabitants, only a small remnant exists today in the 
Jamburg and Oranienbaum districts of the St. Petersburg administration.41 

If the individual districts are examined with a view to the composition of their populations, 
Grobin and Illuxt must be singled out. The Germans, Letts, and Jews give the other eight districts 
their ethnographic physiognomy, while the influence of the other nationalities is negligible, 
except for some scattered smaller strips of land. In the eight districts, the three nationalities 
named make up 92–99% of the population (Doblen 92%, Friedrichstadt 95%, Goldingen and 
Windau each 96%, Bauska and Hasenpoth each 98%, and Talsen and Tuckum each 99%). 

In the Grobin district, while the Germans, Letts, and Jews still predominate, the foreign 
elements represent ca. 20% of the population. The shift of the ratio away from the three main 
nationalities is naturally attributable to the influence of Libau, and if we take out this city, the 
composition of the population in the rest of the district is very similar to that in the other 
districts, with the exception of Illuxt. The Letts make up the largest mass, the Germans are an 
essential component, so to speak, while the Jewish element, mediating everywhere, lend a 
distinct local color to the whole. Excluding Libau, the Letts make up 86.2% of the population of 
the Grobin district, the Germans 3.4%, and the Jews 3.6%, and thus all three nations together 
make up 93.2% of the population. 

If, on the other hand, we now examine the composition of the Libau population, we find that 
it is highly international. The following table showing the population of Libau was calculated 
from the official 1897 census figures (see Table 35, p. 71). 

With the heavy growth that Libau has experienced since 1897 in its roles as a commercial 
and industrial city and as a seaport, the nationality picture has become even more colorful. 

 
38 L.-V. 87, pp. 56–57. 
39 L.-V. 9. 
40 L.-V. 103, pp. 1–2. 
41 L.-V. 103. 



Of the ten districts of Courland, the ethnography of the Illuxt district is the least 
homogeneous, as can be seen in Table 33. Although the Letts, at 28.52%, are still largest 
contingent of the district population, [71] they are far from having an absolute majority, and the 
White Russians (17.27%), Poles (17.12%), Greater Russians (15.23%), Lithuanians (10.51%), 
and Jews (9.56%) carry significant weight as well. The Germans, at 1.63%, are diminishing fast 
and leaving the leading role that they play in the other districts largely to the Poles, in whose 
hands are a considerable portion of the district’s large landholdings. The number of Poles is 
overestimated in the statistics, as those familiar with circumstances there will attest, and the  

 
Table 35 

The population of Libau in 1897. 

Nationality Number % of total 
population 

Germans 15 353 23.80 
Letts 24 918 38.63 
Greater Russians 7 276 11.29 
Poles 6 015 9.35 
Jews42 5 488 8.51 
Lithuanians 3 587 5.55 
Samogitians 419 0.65 
White Russians 357 0.55 
Norwegians, Danes, Swedes 342 0.53 
Estonians 238 0.37 
Tatars 129 0.20 
Lesser Russians 98 0.15 
English 49 0.08 
French 35 0.05 
Others 185 0.29 

Total population 64 489 100.00 
 

number of Lithuanians too low; this is because many Lithuanians, sensing a much higher regard 
for the Poles, felt led to pretend to be Polish in order to gain a higher social standing. In their 
eyes, being a Pole made them finer and more elegant than their own nationality. 

The Illuxt district falls into three distinct zones, a Lithuanian, a Latvian, and a White 
Russian. The Lithuanians occupy a stretch of land in the south of the district that narrows from 
east to west and is bounded to the north by a line running from Ilsenberg (near the Lithuanian 
border of the Friedrichstadt district) to Kalkunen (near Griva, Illuxt district).43 Granted, they do 

 
42 Yiddish-speaking Jews; when categorized by race, there are 9454 Jews in Libau. 
43 L.-V. 4, p. 642. 



not occupy this zone exclusively but are quite heavily infused with Latvian immigrants.44 North 
of the described line, the Latvian population predominates. The White Russians or Muchobroden 
occupy the eastern part of the district, the western boundary of which can be more or less defined 
by the fact that there is thought of extending the Dvina direction Kreuzburg–Dünaburg farther to 
the southeast.2 Until around 1850 the respective ethnicities in the Lithuanian and White Russian 
zones [72] were relatively pure in their rural populations. But since then there has been a steady 
stream of Latvian immigration instigated by the German Lutheran landowners, who accommo-
dated the immigrants as servants, farm laborers, or colonists; at any rate, the Lutheran communi-
ties between 1850 and 1882 experienced considerable growth, as Bielenstein illustrates with 
several examples. For instance, the Egypten community grew from 50 to 450 members, the 
Demene from 0 to 250, whereas the Sieckeln, which had very few German families in 1850 other 
than 12 immigrants, numbered almost 2000 Letts alone in 1882, all immigrants. It is reasonable 
to assume that at the outbreak of the war the number of Letts in the Illuxt district was consider-
ably higher than in 1897; for instance, in the eastern White Russian territory, the Letts before the 
war accounted for up to 50% of the inhabitants in many communities. But the White Russians 
were gradually pushed out or absorbed through marriage and abandonment of their language, not 
only by the Letts but also by Lithuanians, Poles, and Greater Russians. In many areas they are 
little more than a memory; for instance, in the community of  Alt-Sallensee-Sallonai, the only 
person found who was certain to have been a full-blooded White Russian was a 98-year-old man. 

The Poles can be found throughout the district, but mainly in the vicinity of the large Polish 
landholdings. — Some of the Greater Russians live in the towns while others are scattered about 
the rural areas as farmers. The Jews, in contrast, show a decided preference here, as elsewhere in 
Courland, for the built-up areas. All in all, the population of the Illuxt district makes a very 
colorful ethnographic mosaic. 

 
c. The population by class, occupation, and religion 

By the Russian class subdivisions, the distribution of the population of Courland in 1897 was 
as follows: 
  

 
44 L.-V. 47, pp. 515–16. 



Table 36 
The population of Courland by class  in % in 1897 

Class 
Cities and the 
towns Talsen 

and Illuxt 
Rural 

All of 
Courland 

Hereditary nobles 2.95 0.61 1.15 
Personal nobles and officials 1.59 0.13 0.48 
Clerics 0.23 0.08 0.12 
Merchants and freemen 1.28 0.01 0.36 
Petty bourgeois 50.07 7.76 15.50 
Peasants 41.28 90.99 81.54 
Foreign subjects 2.06 0.21 0.62 
Other classes 0.54 0.21 0.23 

Total population 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

How the various classes break down by nationality is shown in Table 37: 
 [73] 

 
Table 37. 

Distribution of the classes by nationality in 1897 (in %). 

Nationality 
Here-
ditary 
nobles 

Pers. 
nobles 

and 
officials 

Clerics Free-
men 

Mer-
chants 

Petty 
bour-
geois 

Peas-
ants 

For-
eign 
sub-
jects 

Others 

Greater Russians 16.94 24.52 29.54 11.43 8.03 8.61 2.52 0.80 13.26 
White Russians 1.19 1.14 0.87 0.87 — 0.79 2.06 — 0.65 
Poles 39.56 8.06 2.63 0.85 0.60 4.03 2.19 1.92 1.23 
Lithuanians 2.46 0.44 1.38 0.35 0.10 0.77 2.80 0.61 2.80 
Letts (Latvians) 0.89 12.78 10.39 9.81 5.32 15.10 88.89 3.07 52.60 
Germans 38.10 51.01 54.19 72.41 70.68 34.19 0.84 83.25 23.93 
Jews — 1.07 — 2.96 15.06 35.22 0.11 0.09 3.25 
Others 0.86 0.98 1.00 1.41 0.21 1.29 0.59 10.26 2.28 

Total population 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
The high percentage of Germans in the five upper classes testifies to their dominant standing; 

on the other hand, the peasant class, to which more than four-fifths of the total Courish 
population belong, is only 0.84% German but 88.89% Latvian. The fact that the Polish nobles in 
Courland are even more numerous than the German can be explained by the extensiveness of the 
lesser Polish nobility, the Szlachta, in general; almost one in six Poles in Courland belongs to the 



hereditary nobility. The Germans make up by far the largest share of the foreign subjects, with 
83.25%; they were almost exclusively subjects of the German (Prussian) Empire, namely 
80.17%; the other 19.83% of foreigners belonged to 22 different countries. 

Table 38 also provides information about the importance of the individual nationalities: 
 

Table 38. 
Distribution of the nationalities by class in 1897 (in %). 

Nationality 
Here-
ditary 
nobles 

Pers. 
nobles 

and 
offi-
cials 

Clerics Free-
men 

Mer-
chants 

Petty 
bour-
geois 

Peas-
ants 

For-
eign 
sub-
jects 

Others Total 

Greater Russians 5.13 3.04 0.92 0.63 0.31 35.09 53.95 0.13 0.80 100 
White Russians 0.75 0.29 0.05 0.09 — 6.75 91.99 — 0.08 100 
Poles 15.57 1.30 0.10 0.06 0.03 21.42 61.00 0.43 0.10 100 
Lithuanians 1.15 0.08 0.07 0.63 0.03 4.88 93.36 0.16 0.26 100 
Letts (Latvians) 0.01 0.08 0.02 0.03 0.01 3.12 96.55 0.02 0.16 100 
Germans 5.79 3.18 0.85 2.01 1.38 70.04 9.07 6.96 0.72 100 
Jews — 0.09 — 0.11 0.40 97.66 1.60 0.01 0.13 100 
Others 1.29 0.60 0.15 0.39 0.04 25.91 62.53 8.42 0.67 100 

 
Of the Germans in the population, 13.21% fall in the five upper classes, but only 0.15% of 

the Letts do. This ratio again reflects the fact that the Germans in Courland constitute the upper 
stratum and those Letts who attained this higher status did so only by growing up in a foreign 
culture, [74] usually German but occasionally Russian; for while Latvian national tradition or 
folklore exists, there is no actual Latvian culture. The predominance of the German culture 
totally prevented the development of an independent Latvian culture. Emancipation of the new 
Latvian state from the German culture would almost be tantamount to suicide.  

In 1801 the composition of the German population by class was as follows:45  
Nobility ........................ 2,430 persons, or  6.87 % 
Learned class ................ 1,644  4.65 
Civil servant class ........ 1,430   4.04 
Merchant class ............. 2,359  6.67 
Trades ........................... 5,274  14.91 
Free Germans ............... 22,237  62.86 
German population....... 35,374 persons, or 100.00 % 
 

According to this table, the upper four classes, which roughly correspond to the first five in 
the Russian statistics,  within the German population, were apparently even more prominent at 
the beginning of the 19th century than in 1897. The two statistical reports cannot be compared at 
face value, however, because the roughly 13,000 German-speaking Jews, whom the Russian 
census takers counted as Germans, distort the figures. 

 
45 Compiled on the basis of L.-V. 25, pp. 178 ff. 



The Greater Russians, in keeping with their superior political strength before the World War, 
also contribute a significant percentage of their number to the upper five classes, namely 
10.03%. The percentage of Poles in these classes is also relatively high (17.06%), but this figure 
does not say much, because the majority falls under the lesser Polish nobility, which is of little 
importance culturally speaking. Nevertheless, the Poles, at least in the Illuxt district, occupy a 
prominent position that seriously rivals that of the Germans. Of the Lithuanians, White Russians, 
and Jews, 98–99% belong to the two lowest classes, the petty bourgeois and the peasants, the 
only difference being that the first two nationalities are 92–97% peasants, whereas the majority 
of Jews, 97.66%, are among the petty bourgeois. 

Characterizing the level of education of the population, Table 39 shows the relative figures 
for literates and illiterates according to the 1897 statistics. (See page 75.) Able to read and write 
were 71.22% of the men and 70.51% of the women. 

Even though the number of illiterates is quite high compared to the German Empire, 
Courland is head and shoulders above the rest of European Russia, where a full 77.1% of the 
population can neither read nor write. The reason for this exception of Courland, and naturally 
also Livonia and Estonia, is obviously the influence of the German culture. This is easy to [75] 

 
Table 39. 

Literates and illiterates in % of the population. 
 

 
determine in Courland, because in the Illuxt district, where the German population is smallest 
and the Polish and Russian influences predominate, the percentage of illiterates is double the 
average for all of Courland. The outstanding and beneficial influence of the German culture on 
the Letts in the other nine districts in contrast to Illuxt cannot be made clearer. 

The breakdown of the population by occupation in the year 1897 is as follows: 
 

District Able to read  
and write Illiterate 

Bauska 77.4 22.6 
Doblen 74.7 25.3 
Friedrichstadt 71.3 28.7 
Goldingen 74.1 25.9 
Grobin 71.0 29.0 
Hasenpoth 70.8 29.2 
Illuxt 41.8 58.2 
Talsen 77.7 22.3 
Tuckum 75.7 24.3 
Windau 76.8 23.2 

Total 70.9 29.1 



Table 40. 
Distribution of the population of Courland by occupation in %. 

 
The agricultural sector therefore represented the largest mass of the population of Courland, 

while industry and the skilled trades supported only a seventh of the total population. By 1914, 
mainly because of the upturn in the cities of Libau and Windau, the ratio shifted slightly toward 
those dependent on industry and the trades for their livelihood, [76] but Courland is still 
predominantly agricultural today. 

The distribution of the population by religious denomination can be seen in Table 41. 
 

Table 41. 
Distribution of the population by religion in % in 1897. 

 
46 Transl. Note: Both German words, rechtgläubig and altgläubig, merely mean orthodox, according to German-
English dictionaries. However, a monolingual German dictionary explains altgläubig as a term used by Russian 
Orthodox churches that separated from the state church in the 17th century to continue in the older faith tradition. 
Apparently Russian Orthodoxy is considered a part of the Greek Orthodox tradition here. ACS. 

Occupation 
Self-supporting persons Total population 

Men Women Both Men Women Both 
Agriculture 52.59 47.48 50.97 58.37 59.33 58.87 
Industry and skilled trades 17.03 11.06 15.21 15.66 13.71 14.65 
Transportation  2.97 0.12 2.11 2.71 2.04 2.36 
Commerce 5.27 3.31 4.68 5.66 5.70 5.68 
Civil service, state and local 2.94 1.62 2.53 2.71 2.46 2.58 
Professions 0.15 0.06 0.13 0.13 0.11 0.12 
Military 4.60 — 3.21 2.69 0.16 1.39 
Servants and day laborers 8.80 21.24 12.58 7.94 10.80 9.42 
Retirees and pensioners 5.27 14.48 8.07 3.82 5.30 4.58 
Undetermined and other 0.38 0.83 0.51 0.31 0.39 0.35 
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

District 
Greek Catholic Roman 

Catholic 
Protes-

tant Jewish Other 
religions Total 

Orthodox Old Orth.46  

Bauska 0.62 0.07 9.07 82.19 8.03 0.02 100 
Doblen 5.00 0.47 3.51 83.81 6.80 0.41 100 
Friedrichstadt 1.87 1.19 7.16 79.67 10.09 0.02 100 
Goldingen 1.44 0.03 1.55 90.41 6.57 0.00 100 
Grobin 7.17 0.41 13.03 68.97 10.12 0.30 100 
Hasenpoth 0.56 0.12 16.50 78.81 3.99 0.02 100 
Illuxt 8.05 10.08 54.84 17.41 9.60 0.02 100 
Talsen 2.12 0.00 0.35 90.77 6.73 0.03 100 
Tuckum 0.73 0.03 0.97 92.37 5.88 0.02 100 



According to this, more than three-fourths of the population are of the Protestant faith, 
mainly Germans and Letts. Of the Germans 71.63%47 and of the Letts 93.61% are Protestant. 
Just as the German cultural influence diminishes in the Illuxt district, the number of Protestants 
is also the lowest here, at 17.41%, as opposed to the 54.84% Catholics, mainly Poles, 
Lithuanians, and White Russians. German culture and Protestantism are closely related in the 
Baltic states. The largest percentage of the Old Orthodox Christians live in the Illuxt district, 
mostly Greater Russians and to a lesser extent White Russians; at the same time the percentage 
of the regular Orthodox Christians is highest here. The fact that the Grobin district has a rather 
low percentage of Protestants (68.97%) in comparison to the other western districts but relatively 
many Orthodox, Catholics, and Jews, is due to the influence of Libau, with its high proportion of 
Russians, Poles, Lithuanians, and Jews. In general, the percentage of Protestants is considerably 
lower in the urban than in the rural areas, as Table 42 (see p. 77) shows. 

The Hasenpoth district has a relatively large number of Roman Catholic church members, 
8733. Most of these are Letts, who make up a rather large Catholic enclave in the northern part 
of the district around Alschwangen. 

[77]  
Table 42. 

Distribution of denominations in urban and rural areas in % in 1897. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
47 24.88% of the German population, i.e. the German-speaking, are of the Mosaic faith, 2.39% Roman Catholic, and 
1.04 Orthodox. 

Windau 4.73 0.06 1.36 88.90 4.94 0.01 100 
Total 3.72 1.27 11.10 76.20 7.58 0.13 100 

Denomination Urban Rural Total 

Orthodox 9.25 2.07 3.72 
Old Orthodox 1.00 1.35 1.27 
Roman Catholic 11.21 11.07 11.10 
Protestant 56.15 82.23 76.20 
Jewish 21.99 3.24 7.58 
Other 0.41 0.04 0.13 

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 


